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a09 fohaανανjiun Ned 3d: 
0 b fond, it impoſſible, ; you told 
me, to form clear conceptions of 
thoſe important matters Which { near- 
ly affect the intereſts of the Eaſt- India 
Company, without looking back to the 
Engliſh tranſactions in the Carnatie, 
and their connections with the Mooriſh 
and Indian princes of Indoſtan, from 
the beginning of their competition with 
the French power in thoſe regions. You 
could not take the trouble of peruſing 
bulky volumes, and were deſirous to 
have a ſhort account of the moſt im- 
portant events, that you might take a 


comprehenſive view of the whole. 
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This account I have endeavoured to 
draw up, in the moſt impartial manner, 
from the narratives of theſe events that 
are given by perſons who were enga- 
ged in them, and by thoſe Engliſh vr 


French writers who ſeem to have ha 


the beſt information concerning * 
To all this I intend to annex ſome re- 
marks on the grounds of Mahomed- 
Ally- Khan's claim of the kingdom or 
principality of Tanjore, as this claim i is 
ſet forth in his Letter, addreſſed to the 
Court of Directors; to which 1s added, 
A ſtare of facts * relative to- that 

province. | | | 
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* Quarto of 72 pages, lately printed. 
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Piber "uf" chat vaſt tract of 
country in Indoſtan, Which, to- 
wards the cloſe of the laſt cen- 


tury, was conquered by aurengzebe, 1s 
at preſent under the government of a 


viceroy, who, in the language of that 


country, is ſtyled a Subah-dar, or Su- 


bah; and the provinces over er which he 
* preſides 
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by Mahomedans, of Perſian, of Turkiſh, 


| 
' 
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preſides are, from their ſituation, called 


the Decan. 

The governors of other large territo- 
ries aſſume the ſame! title of Subah=gar ; 
and their deputies that of Nabob. 


Indoſtan is not governed by one uni- 
form ſyſtem of written laws; and its 


| courts of juſtice are directed by general 


maxims, and eſtabliſhed cuſtoms. 
Thoſe provinces which are governed 


or of Tartar extraction, are entirely ſub- 
jected to the laws of the empire. Thoſe 
provinces, on the other hand, which re- 


main under the government of their o- 


riginal Indian princes, or rajas, are per- 
mitted to follow their ancient civil and 
religious cuſtoms, upon the condition of 
paying a ſtipulated annual tribute to the 
court of Delhi, 

The emperors of the 3 race 
divided Indoſtan into large provinces, 
and appointed ſubahs. Theſe provinces 
were ſpon after ſubdivided into nabob- 
ſhips; and each nabob was accountable 
ta 


[3] 
to his fubah, as eee, to the ka 
peror. Ys | 11 TOTS 

Since the colts of Nadir bah i if 

1738, which weakened all the ſprings 
of government, the ancient ſubordina- 
tion and inſtitutions habe been very 
little regarded. Subahs, within theſe 
forty years, have ſupported. themſelves 
in their governments, in oppoſition even 
to the Emperor, and have appointed na- 
bobs under them, with as little regard 
to his authority; and at preſent, both 
ſubahs and nabobs, except in paying a 
certain tribute, are become almoſt inde- 
pendent of him whom N 2741 eg 
'to be Emperor. 
The revenue of the Mogul is — 
from his great property in lands, and 
from the various duties levied on com- 
merce; but through the extreme feeble- 
neſs of the government, thoſe taxes 
which the Emperor had formerly been 


accuſtomed to raiſe by the authority of 


his . provincial officers, ' and which had 
been immediately collected into his own 
bn 40 are now regarded as a tribute, 
A 2 which 


LU 4 1 
which muſt be annually paid, not to the 
Emperor, but to thoſe who have ſucceed- 


ed to the government of the provinces, 
and who have e all the Fights of 


ſovereignty. 


Tha gbd & in a monks though they 
receive from the. Emperor 'a territory, 
called a e as an annual : 


«ay CA AE „ 


to 8 che en ad upon, them 


by the chancery of Delhi, hut only 
what part of it they think proper, after 
the deduction of what they call the ne- 
ceſſary expences of government. Their 
engagements to the Emperor formerly 
conſiſted, in collecting and paying the 
annual revenue of the provinces; in di- 
ſtributing juſticez-in keeping up the po- 
lice, each in his own diſtrict; in de- 
fending the country from the enemy; 
and in furniſhing a certain number of 
troops to the urge when he had oc- 


caſion for them. 


But the e and the 1 ·”[ 
of the government, is fuch, that force 


alone can oblige them to fulfil their en- 
gagements. 


T $3 
gagements. Hence Indoſtan, from be- 
ing one of the beſt· regulated governments 
in the world, is now become a theatre of 
oppreſſion, ſtratagems, e rs 28 
ſaſſina tin. 

The territory of che ben aner 
hends the kingdoms of Viſiapour, Nar- 
zing, and Golconda ; and contains many 
rich and populous provinces. Among o- 
thers is that of Arcot, the capital of the 
Carnatic; the government of which is 
diſpoſed of by the Subah of the Decan 
at pleaſure; at leaſt he elaims the power 
of appointing the nabob, and of giving 
a legal confirmation to eg one who is 
in poſſeſſion of that high dignity, | 
Ihe limits of the modern ER 
are greatly inferior to thoſe which bound- 


cd it before it was conquered by Aureng- 


A. D. 1910. SADATULLA, a regular 
and much reſpected nabob of Arcot, died 
without iſſue. Some time before his 

death he had adopted the two ſons of his 
. the elder, Daaſt- Ally, to: fuc- 
d N ceed 


1 4 
ceed in the nabobſhip of Arcot; and Bo- 


ker-Ally, the younger, to the govern- 


ment of Velore. Gulam Haſlain, a fa- 


vourite, but a man of mean abilities, 


was appointed dewan, or prime mini- 


ſter, to his ſucceſſor. 


All cheſe diſpoſitions, 3 had 
been made and executed without con- 


ſulting Nizam- al- Muluck, the Subah of 


the Decan. This avowed contem pt of 
his authority at once awakened his jea- 
louſy, and excited his indignation. Af- 


fairs of greater importance hindered 


him, at this time, from wreaking his 
vengeance upon the head of Doaſt-Ally; 
but he prevented his being regularly 
confirmed in the nabobſhip by the im- 


perial court. 


A b. 1732. Doasr-Al Lx had a ſon, 
Subder-Ally, whom he appointed to 
ſucceed him in the nabobſhip of Arcot. 
He gave one of his daughters in mar- 
riage to Mortiz-Ally, his brother's ſon, 
and prince of Velore; and another to 
Chunda-Saheb, a diſtant relation of his 

own 


1 7 3 

own family. Chunda-Saheb gave one 
of his daughters in marriage to the 
dewan Gulam Haſſain. Ambition alone 
prompted him to form this alliance. 
Chunda-Saheb, well knowing that his 
ſon-in-law. was more devoted to plea- 
ſure than to buſineſs, took the firſt op- 
portunity of rendering him obnoxious 
to the nabob; and, by à well-acted 

ſcene of diſſimulation, prevailed upon 

the nabob to inſtall him in the office 
of dewan, which was then held DI * 
- own ſon-in-law... 

Tritchanopoly and — though 
tributary to the Emperor, were, how- 
ever, governed by princes” of Indian 
extraction. The nabobs of Arcot have 
the charge of collecting the tribute due 
by theſe two princes to the Emperor; 


leak: 


ſend an army to compel the collection. 


A. D. 1736. eon 8 of the 
King of Tritchanopoly, a fierce conteſt 
aroſe betwixt the queen-dowager and a 


1 55 of che royal line, which produ- 
ced 


to facilitate the enterpriſe, he gave out, 


L 8 1] 
ced a ferment in the government, ſuffi- 
cient to inſpire the nabob of Arcot with 
ſome hopes of becoming lord of that 
kingdom. He raiſed an army; and, 


that the collecting of the taxes was the 


only intention of his expedition. This 


army he ſent under the command af 
his ſon Subder-Ally; but, in reality, 
Chunda-Saheb took upon him the whole 


authority, and directed 1 —_ 


tion. 
When he ! with his army, 


the queen-dowager, juſtly apprehenſive 


of danger, refuſed to admit him into 


the city. To aſſure her, however, of his 
good intentions, Chunda-Saheb took an 
oath on the Koran, that he would act 
in nothing to her diſadvantage. He is 
permitted to enter: he bribes the garri- 
ſon, and impriſons the quetn : who ſoon 
after dying of grief, the whole kingdom 
ſubmits to the arms of Chunda-Saheb. 
The moſt undiſcerning eaſily pene- 


trated his views; the nabob alone ſeem- 


ed infatuated, + Neither theſe open acts 


2 | of 


—— 
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of perjury, violence, and  rreachery, 
nor the remonſtrances of the injured, | 
could prevail upon the nabob to check 
the dan oy ambition of his ſon-in- 
aW. 
The nabob at nn MG to 95 
ſo when it was too late. Chunda-Saheb, 
not leſs a politician than a ſoldier, 
took care to ſecure himſelf in his new 
acquiſitions, by putting the city of 
Tritchanopoly in a, good ſtate of de- 
fence, and by placing his two, brothers 
in the ſtrongeſt towns dependent on this 
principality, 
Ike growing power of Doaſt-Ally and | 
Chunda-Saheb ſerved only to ſharpen 
the reſentment of Nizam-al-Muluck a- 
gainſt them, He could eaſily have re- 
duced them to obedience; but, at this 
time, he was contriving new revolu- 
tions in the empire. His experience, 
his courage, his talents, and his in- 
trigues, conſpired to render him the 
terror and ſcourge of the court of Delhi; 
and whilſt he was preparing, in appear- 
ance, to join the Mogul againſt Nadir 
B Shah, 


F Yo \]. 


Shah, yet it is believed that he ſe- 
cretly encouraged that nN to in- 


vade the empire. 


* . - 
by 5 
. 


A.D. 1739. Ir was his attention to 
this grand object, which hindered him 
from executing a long-meditated 29 
againſt Doaſt-Ally and his family; but 


what he could not effect in perſon, w 


gave in commiſſion to the Marattoes. 
The Marattoes, of whoſe origin = 


hiſtory we have very imperfect accounts, 
are the moſt hardy and enterpriſing ſol- 
diers in Indoſtan. 


They came ori iginally from hs moun- 


tains between Indoſtan and Perſia. War 
is their profeſſion; and their only ob- 
ject, plunder and devaſtation. Their ca- 
valry form the beſt troops in India. 
For the agility and exactneſs of their e- 


volutions, they are excelled hardly by 
any troops in the world; and for un- 
dergoing the dangers ack fatigue of 
Jong marches, they are equalled by none. 


They ſerve as mercenaries; and, when 
commanded by able gases the throne 


of 


e 4 
of Delhi hath trembled at their approach. 


They are ſaid to be perfidious, revenge- 
ful, avaritious, and cruel : - regardleſs 
of the faith of treaties, they will change 
ſides for a lack of rupees. 

Before Indoſtan was conquered. by 
Aurengzebe, the Marattoes, by various 
predatory incurſions, had reduced ſe- 


. veral towns and forts. in the Carnatic. | 


Theſe conqueſts they promiſed to aban= 
don, provided the nabobs of Arcot 
ſhould pay them an annual tribute. 


Promiſes were given to this purpoſe ; 


WM the nabobs had long neglected to 


y the tribute. This omiſſion, toge- 
Ss with the ſolicitations of Nizam- al- 
Muluck, prompted theſe freebooters to 
make repriſals by a freſh invaſion of the 
Carnatic. The Rajas of Tanjore and 
Myſore, who had ſuffered much under the 
oppreſhon of their neighbour Chunda- 
Saheb, rejoiced to have it in their power 
to avenge themſelves of one who had 
made frequent irruptions into their 
country, and, in theſe irruptions, had 

B2. often 


( 1 
often inſulted their uw and Feen 


their AS: 


A. D. 1740. Is the bub of May, 
one hundred thouſand Marattoes, under 
the command of Rago-jee-Bonſalo, made 
a deſcent upon the Carnatic, - A battle 
was fought, in which victory declared 
for the Marattoes. After the engage- | 
ment Doaſt-Ally and one of * uns 
were found amongſt the lain. 


A. D. 1741. CHUNDA-SAHEB, alarm 
ed at the fate of his father-in-law; took 
meaſures for his own ſecurity, by putting 
his chief city, Tritchanopoly, in a pro- 


per ſtate of defence. The city was 


cloſely inveſted; and the garriſon, be- 
ing cut off from ſupplies and reinforce- 
ments, was obliged to ſurrender. Chun- 


da-Saheb, after having diſcovered all 


the preſence of mind, and all the va- 
lour of an experienced W was 


himſelf taken priſoner, 


Subder-Ally, who had ſucceeded his 
father in the nabobſhip of Arcot, finding 
himſelf 
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himſelf much in arrear to Nizam- al- 
Muluck, began to tread his reſents 
ment. 

Frauds and Retigeine4 are not pecu- 
liar to - European © courts : they are 
known; and practiſed, both at the In- 
dian and Mahomedan courts of Indo- 
ſtan, The nabob, thongh'rich,- pre- 
tended, that he could not pay his ar- 
rears. He amuſed NMizam-al-Muluck, 
by telling him, that the incurſion of 
the Marattoes had ruined his finances; 
and that it now behoved him to ſpend 
the remainder of his days at _ tomb 
of the Holy Prophet. 5 ak 

But, leſt this diſingenuous ef | 
and pretence ſhould: not ſatisfy the Su- 
bah, he found it neceſſary, that ſome 
meaſures for his own ſafety ſhould be 
ſpeedily adopted. Arcot, though the 
capital, was an open and defenceleſs 
city: he therefore took up his reſi- 
dence in Velore, by far the ſtrongeſt 
and beſt fortified town in the Carnatic. 


, * 
\ * 
11 5 8 
b | | A.D 
: * 5 
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A.D. 1742. IN this ſituation, and af- 
ſured, as he thought, of the friendſhip 


and aſſiſtance of its prince, Mortiz- 


Ally, his brother-in-law, he ſeemed to 
bid defiance. to the arms of the Subah; 
but where crowns, treaſures, and inde- 
pendence, are to be reaped, the ties of 
Kindred have often been a — ſecu- 


' 
Mortiz-Ally, without abilities, ! 


| without perſanal courage, had, how- 


ever, an uncommon ſhare of avarice, 
cunning, and ambition. He ſecretly a- 
ſpired at the nabobſhip. A conſpiracy 
was formed, and well conducted; and 
the unſuſpicious nabob fell a victim to 
his own imprudence, and in- grounded 
confidence. 

Mortiz-Ally encamped without the 


gate of Velore, and in a ſhort time 


cauſed himſelf to be proclaimed Nabob 

of the Carnatic, In November, he 

made his entry into the city of Arcot, 

with all the pomp and equipage of 
royalty. 

Upon this great elevation of fortune, 

it 


1 


it might have been expected, that his 
government would have been mild and 
gentle: but as, in his principality of 
Velore, his extortions and unmilitary 
ſpirit had made him contemptible; his 
baſeneſs, his treachery, and his cruelty, 
rendered him now the object of Juſt, 
and of univerſal abhorrence. 

The principal officers of the Carnatic, 
the Engliſh at Madraſs, and even the Ma- 
rattoes, united to protect the ſon and fa- 
mily of Subder-Ally. 

This formidable alliance, che prefer | 
vation of his perſon, and a conſciouſ- 
neſs of his own inability to ſupport his 
new acquiſitions, ſoon determined the 

uſurper to drop his pretenſions. Diſgui- 
| ſed in the habit of a woman, and e- 
ſcorted by a troop of females, he quit- 
ted Arcot in the night, and regained 
his fort of Velore without interruption, 
The young prince Seid Mahomed, ſon 
of Subder-Ally, who, during theſe con- 
vulſions, had been under the protection 
of the Engliſh at Madraſs, was brought 
forth, and, amid the applauſes and ac- 


clamations 


[26 } 


clamations of the people, was ela 
ed Nabob in the city of Arcot. * 

Ni zam- al-Muluck, deſirous of reſto- | 
ring peace and good order in the Car- 
natic, left Golconda in the beginning of 
the year 1743, with an army conſiſting 
of eighty thouſand cavalry, and two 
hundred thouſand infantry. He effect- 
ed, however, this ſalutary purpoſe, with- 
out the effuſion of blood. | 

That tranquillity might be thorough- 


ly re-eſtabliſhed, it now only remained, \ 
_ that a proper perſon ſhould be choſen as 


guardian to the young prince. This i im- 
portant truft was committed. to Ana-war- 


di-Khan “. * 


As this great man makes no inconſi- 
derable figure ! in the hiſtory of the Car- 
natic, it is neceſſary, notwithſtanding 
the propoſed brevity of this narrative, 
to give a ſhort account of his origin and 
character. | 

His farher, by his extraordinary eru> . 


7 


* Father of Mabomed- Ally: Khan, the pre- 
ſent Nabob of Arcot We 


I dition, 
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dition, by a pilgrimage to Mecca, and 
by 5 ſanctity of his manners, had 
Taiſed himſelf to à very confiderable rank 
in the army. This promotion, whilſt 
it ennobled the father, procured: at the 
fame time to the ſon an 3 adimirtance 
at the court of Delhi. 1 
Ana-war-di-Khan, wee 50 te 
pendent of the à he derived 
from his father's" reputation, was quali- 
Med to hold the firſt exployments, ei- 
cher in the cabinet or in the field. His 
military talents, and his addreſs, gain- 
ed him the confidence and tend of 
Nizatn-al-Muluck. He had attended 
the Subah upon his expedition into the 
Carnatic, and had approved himſelf an 
experienced and gallant commander. 
His active, cautious, and enterpriſing 
2 ſeemed to mark him out as 
he fitteſt perfon to preſide over pro- 
5 which Had,” i ſome time paſt, 
been torn by the violence ial Toning 
Parties. C1048 A 915: 
Fheſe motives, it is heb and not 
regard to the ate of the young prince, 
I had 


( 8 


9 had induced the . to Aan dae 

| =, in the regency. | 

i | The . ever düilatisfied whh | 
Wo po preſent, muſt meditate new projects 

. of aggrandiſement. Worth and innocence 


5 afford a ſlender defence to him who is 


— — — 
"RS 
— 
— 


id expoſed to the aflaules of noe, and of 
I. unrelenting power. 
ll. „ r e hen frm. himſelf indevd 
(1488 promoted to the regency; but his reſt- 
8 leſs mind prompted. bim to ftill higher 
* | aims. The young prince remained the 
* only obſtacle to his future greatneſß. res 
5 4 aj June 1744. the marriage of ec 
j tion of the. prince was. to be ſolemnized 
bi: Within the fort of Areot. Some Pittap 
* = ſoldiers, wha had been in the ſervice of 
i Subder-Ally, preſented themſelves, and 
iq „ | | demanded. the arrears which, they pre- 
in tended, were ſtill due to them. The 
1 young prince, Seid Mahomed, ardered 
1 them to retire, The Pittans, apparent- 


1y ſorry for their inſolence, returned the 
ſame day, and made an apology, which 
ſerved to remove any ſuſpicions of their 


real deſign. The an now being 
| come, 


. aq He. 


[ #9 1 


— and the greater part of the gueſts - 


being aſſembled, Seid Mahomed went 
out into the court to receive and com 


pliment Ana-war-di-Khan, his protec- 


tor and guardian. The Pittans, who in 


the morning had apologized for their 


conduct, now appeared without,” among 


the reſt of the ſpectators, and ſeemed to 


pay the young prince the greateſt re- 
ſpect; in 1 chief, aſſuming the 
appearance of one deeply ſenſible of his 
fault, came up to him, as if to proſtrate 
himſelf before him. The young prince 
was off his guard; and the wretch plun- 
ged a poinard into his heart. 

This tragical event armed the people 
with the Ecenelt indignation ' againſt 
Ana-war-di-Khan, and Mortiz-Ally, 
uncle of the aſſaſſinated prince. Every 


one believed, that both were acceſſory 


to the crime. Mortiz-Ally ſaved bim 
ſelf, by retreating to his fort at Velore; 


and the regent Ana- war- di- Khan found *. 


means to ſoften the reſentment of the 
people, by diſmiſſing che Tittans from 
C 2 +» T7 10% GL Bis 5 
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his ſervice, and by levelling their _ 
with the ground. Dar 5 

It is extremely aki "WES 
that the regent could have convinced 
Nizam-al-Muluck, that he was altoge- 
ther unacquainted with the plot againſt 
the life of the young prince. Be that as 
it may, it would ſeem that he obtained 
of Nizam-al - Muluck a regular commiſ- 
ſion, appointing him Nabob of Arcot. 
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A. D. 1744 Ar this time a war Poke 
out between Great Britain and France, 
the effects of which were not confined 
to Europe alone, The Plains of Indo- 
ſtan were ſoon to become the theatre of 
action between theſe two rival powers. 
Mlouſt part of the firſt two 2 FEATS: Was 


ſpent in mutual altercations, in unde 
ciſive Kirmiſhes, and in Moy preps” 


rations for wh oy 6 
Upon 
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Wy Upon che 10th of September 1746, 
Mr de la Bourdonnais, a gallant ſea- of- 
ficer, with: a ſuperior farce; attacked 
the Engliſh ſettlement at Madraſs, ob- 
liged the garriſon to capitulate, and to 
Ho agreed, however, to evacuate the 

_ -town before the end of the enſuing Ja- 
nuary, upon condition, that the gover- 
nor and council ſhould oblige themſelves 
to pay the ſum of four hundred and 
forty thouſand pounds Sterling. Upon 
theſe terms a treaty was concluded; and 
the Engliſh give hoſtages _ the Per- 
| formance 6 rats * 219209 

Meantime theſe oben of the 

Feen company were by no means 

agreeable to Ana- war- di-Khan. He faw 
with pain the growing power of the 
French, and dreaded the towering am- 
bition of Mr e ern 1 => wed 

dicherry, 

' Madraſs being within this OREN 
of the Nabob, and having been beſieged 
by the French, not only againſt His eon- 
fear, but in contradiction to their ex- 


preſs 
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preſs ſlipulation with him, he thought 
it inconſiſtent with the duty and regard 
He owed to hamfelf, not to revenge this 
affront, and contempt of his authority. 
HFlitherto no European nation had 
proceeded to open hoſtilities againſt the 
great officers of the Mogul government, 
and Ana-war-di-Khan was weak e- 
nough to aſcribe this to the great ſupe- 
riority of their national troops. 


Fluſhed with the charms of . 


and confident of ſucceſs, he ſent out 


an army of ten thouſand men, under 
the command of Maphuſe-Khan, his 
eldeſt ſon, with orders to inveſt the town 


on all ſides. The Mooriſh troops, after 
being twice repulſed in two ſeveral en- 


gagements near St Thomas, made the 
beſt retreat they were able to Arcot. It 


was now ſeen, for the firſt time, chat 


the Moors were not ſo formidable as it 
was formerly apprehended ; ; and that a 


| ſingle battalion of diſciplined Europeans 


were more than a match for ſome thou 


ſands of Indians. 
Mr Dupleix was the firſt — raught 
European 


L. $83 3] 

European troops. to reap: a a 
FEY in the Carnati ccc. 

Hlis genius was — bold, 
_—_ original; and his views were like 

his, genius. By his ſagacity, his difli- 
mulation, and addreſs, he: became po- 
pular amongſt the Indian and Mahome- 
dan chiefs; andi by bis yigilances acti- 
vity, and perſererance, ie felom fall: 
ed to fruſtrate, the deſigns f his ;advery 
aries... Vigour, ſteadineſs, novelty, and 
a-ſpirit of enterpriſe, ſtrongly marked 
his plans. His ambition rendered, him 
formidable to all; bis pride , acceſſible 
to few; znd his vanity, and. love of 
parade, led him into enormous ext 
pence. Had, this great, man and Mr 
de la Bourdonnais acted in concert, it 
is probable, that the French, under 
their auſpices, would have laid the 
foundations of à laſting empire in In- 
doſtan, agreeahly to the grand ſchemes 
which, Mr Dupleix had formed: but, 
unluckily for France, Mr de: la Bour» 
donnais, in conducting his operations, 
Was obliged. to follow the mandates of 


[ . the 
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the directors in Europe. Hence the jea- 
louſies and ſuſpicions which grew up 
between them ſoon terminated 3 in an open 
rupture. ne. leni fro, bas 
Mr Dupleix d « to /raticy the trea- 
ty made between the French "admiral 
and che Engliſh at Madraſs; and, upon 
the departure of the admiral,” he con- 
miſſioned Paradis, a Swiſs officer, to 
treat the Engliſh garriſon; council, and 
inhabitants, with great ſeverity; and 
without any regard to the terms of their 
ſurrendry. The Swiſs executed bis 
commiſſion” in its full extent. The 
principal inhabitants were turned out 
of the city; and their eſtates and ef- 
fects, together with the ammunition and 
proviſions of the garriſon, were formally 
declared the property of the French cm- 
1 1 

Mx Dupleir now hogan ey to 
trike at the root of the Engliſh intereſts 
in the Carnatic, and had meditated an 
expedition againſt their fort of St Da- 
vid. 


de \ The diftrſful Aham off the Eng- 
2 liſh 


b as } 


liſh determined them, as their laſt re- 
ſource, to ſolicit the aſſiſtance of Ana- 
war-di-Khan, Nabob of Arcot. . The 
Nabob, who had not yet forgotten the 
diſgrace brought upon his arms by his 
defeat before St Thomas, was, without 
much difficulty, prevailed upon to en- 


ter into an alliance with the Engliſh, 4 


provided they ſhould, contribute a ſhare 
in defraying the expence of the war. 
The preliminary articles were agreed 
upon; and the Nabob ſent an army, un- 
der the joint command of his two ſons, 
Maphuſe-Khan and Mahomed-Ally- 
Khan. The fiege of Fort St David was 
raiſed. 


A. D. 1747. Mx DupLerx, ever fruit- 
ful-of expedients, was reſolved, if poſ- 
ſible, to detach the Nabob from the 
Engliſh intereſt. He had the art to 
perſuade him, that the affairs of the 

Engliſh were in a deſperate fituation, 
even when the return of their ſqua- 
dron was every day, n and the 

D |  Nabob 
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| Nabob recalled lis army from Fort St 


> 4 1951 87 ATTIC. 


David. : 
1 Hansenet alt ſent from Eng- 
land, in the beginning of the year 1748, 
ſeemed to change the face of the Eng- 
liſh affairs in India. The land- forces 
were commanded by Major Lawrence, 
the fleet by Admiral Boſcawen. Never, 
till now, had the Engliſh appeared' for» 
midable upon the coaſt of Coromandel. 
Twelve hundred choſen men, eight 
hundred marines, beſides a fine train of 
artillery, compoſed the regular troops. 
The whole forces, including the Dutch 
auxiliaries, and the troops in the Compa- 
ny's ſervice, amounted to five thouſand 
men. 

Ana-war-di-Khan, perceiving the ba- 
lance of power in favour of the Eng- 
liſh, did not long hefitate to break his 
engagements with the French. It was 
his maxim to join the ſtrongeſt; and, 
as a proof of his willingneſs to oblige 
the Engliſh, he ſent them A body of 
two thouſand cavalry, 

The 
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The Engliſh Company now thought 
themſelves ih a condition to beſiege 
Pondicherry, by far the richeſt, the 
moſt beautiful, and the beſt-fortified 
town, belonging to the French in In- 
dia. The French, however, made a 
noble reſiſtance; and what they could 
not perform by their inferior numbers, 
they effected by their ſuperior {kill in 
condudting | their defence. Admiral 
Boſcawen, he had the care of this 
expedition, though a brave and erxpe- 
rienced ſea- officer, did not, at this time, 
ſufficiently underſtand the operations of 
a regular ſiege. The Engliſh, there- 
fore, after having ſhown great bravery 
and little ſkill, raiſed the fiege of Pon- 


dicherry, and marched back to o Fort St 
N | 
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Ix recapitulating theſe events, it is 
not intended to enter into a full detail 
of the various intrigues, and military 
operations, of the French and Engliſh 
trading companies in India. This hath 
been already done, by writers of no in- 


conſiderable reputation . Little more 


is intended, than an account of the 
moſt important revolutions which have 


| happened among the nabobs and rajas 


in the Carnatic, and the cauſes which 
have contributed to bring about theſe 


revolutions. But as the two companies 


engaged themſelves in the conteſts of 


theſe princes, it will be impoſſible al- 


together to avoid entering upon ſuch 


* Memoires de Mr Dupleix, Orme's Hiſtory 
of the wars of Coromandel, et al. | 


military 
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military tranſactions as are neceſſary t to 
throw light upon the whole, . 


A. b. 1749. Tu ceſſation of arms 
between Great Britain and France did 
not put an end to the hoſtilities of theſe 

two nations in India. Each company 
had now a ſtrong military force, and 
each had reſolved upon new adventures. 
An increaſe of territory, they ſaw, might 
ſtill be acquired ; and a colourable pre- 
text was only wanting to draw the 
ſword, ſcarce yet ſheathed from flaugh- 
ter, 4 
The Engliſh, it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, ſet the example, by impoliti- 
cally entering into the quarrel of two 
Indian princes, about the kingdom of 
Tanjore. _—_ | 

Saujohee, who, about the year 1742, 
had been diſpoſſeſſed of his kingdom of 
Tanjore, applied to the Engliſh for their 
aſſiſtance in reſtoring him. The Eng- 
liſh, without duly examining the juſtice 
of his claims, eſpouſed his quarrel, pre- 
Om that, upon his reſtoration,” he 


would 
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would cede to them a certain part of 
the territories of Tanjore. Devi-cottah, 
a large town on the ſea-coaſt, Was ac- 
cordingly appropriated to the-company. 

The kingdom of Tanjore is in length 
near. ſeventy, miles, and, not much. leſs 
in breadth ; and is eſteemed one of the 
richeſt and moſt fertile Po nes upon 
the coaſt of Coronrandel. 

The expedition of the Engliſh. e 
Tanjore was equaliy imprudent and un- 
ſucceſsful, By the violence of the ſouth- 
ern monſoon, . two {hips of the line, be- 
ſides an hoſpital-ſhip, were driven on 
the coaſt, and wrecked. Of theſe, the 
Namur, a ſhip of ſeventy-four guns, 
periſhed, , with ſeven hundred and fifty 
men on board; and, to add to their 
misfortunes, ths Englith found, con- 
trary to what they were made to expect, 
that the Tanjorines, inſtead of flocking 
to the ſtandard of the expelled prince, 
were unanimouſly determined to oppoſe 
him. His adminiſtration, they gave out, 
had been both weak and wicked. 


At any rate, the company were reſol- 
ved 


1 * 1 
ved to befiege the fort of Devi-cottäh. 
Major Lawrence held the command. 
The ſiege was carried on with equal 
{kill, vigour, and ſucceſs ; and the Tan- 
— though greatly ſuperior in num- 
ſhamefully abandoned the fort. 
— nett reſolution Was, to get poſſeſ- 
gen ot the pagoda of Ache vertan. 
All the Indian pagodas, or temples, ; 
are conſtructed nearly upon the ſame 
plan. The area is à large ſquare, en- 
compaſſed with walls: within this area 
are the temples, which ſeldom are 'rai- 
ſed higher chan the ſurrounding wall. 
In one of the ſides is a gate, upon 
which is erected a very High tower. 
The tower is decorated with four Fa- 
gades, exhibiting, in alto reliobo, the i- 
mages, the attributes, and the [heroic 
atchievements of their gods. Many of 
them are ſurrounded with deep ditches, 
and are eaſily e forts of Ion 
ſtrengtn. 
The ghoſtly Brahmins in the pagoda 
: of Acheveram ſurrendered themſelves to 
bt S325 35712725 the 


E 
the Engliſh without oppoſition. All 
they requeſted , of them was, that they 
would not approach the innermoſt 1385 
of the temple. 

But the Tanjorines were not To eaſily 
ſatisfied.” Stung with the warmeſt indig- 
nation at the pollutions and ſaerilege of 
the Engliſh, they inſtantly run to arms, 
flew from their camp, and cen the 
pagoda in the night. 

The Engliſh, well aware, that if they 
ſuffered the Tanjorines to make à breach, 
they muſt every man of them be cut to 
pieces, made a ſpirited and vigorous re- 
ſiſtance. The Tanjorines being repulſed 
with the loſs of two hundred. and fifty 
men, and the ardour of their zeal being 
a little abated, returned to their camp, 
without making any more | POEM to 


recover the pagoda. 


A peace was concluded 1 the 


Engliſh and the King of Tanjore, 'The 


King agreed to cede to the Company the 
fort of Devi-cottah, with the produce of 
a certain part of its territory; to defray - 
the expence of the war; and to grant the 

I expelled 


{£44 -F+ 


expelled prince an annual Tendun 0s 
four thouſand rupees: :!. Sag 10 VII 
It was not the terror of the Engliſh 
arms char compelled the Raja to cp 
with theſe requiſitions; 2 
which had happened ſome days before 

che este, and which.was ſoon to zender 
that unhappy country. once mare, a ſcene 
of anlipoſiieg,, Angus, murders, and 
Seen 97 ot imer 484112 . 
rates ey had, fince-the- 70 | 
174, remained? a. cloſe priſoner among 
the Marattoes. His wife and ſon, du- 
ring chis interval, had been entruſted to 
Mey Dupleix, who; treated them with all 
the tenderneſs, - reſpect, and deference, 
due to their high rank.” The friends of 
Chunda-Baheb had long been negoti- 
ating” with the Maruttoes for His ran- 
ſom; but what they could not do, was 
effected by che e eden W of the 
Freneh governor.” NOT 1 No ED) 
Mr Dupleix foreſaw har the Hors pF 
war was beginning to chicken: and the 
connections which he had already 
n partly by bribes, and partly by 
E. W 
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promiſes, pointed out to him the poſſi- 
dility of aggrandizing; the on Jugs 


tion in India. | 
Ana-War-di-Khan, Nabeb of 8 | 
by a rigorbus exerciſe of power, was now 
become odious to the people. The great 
lords regretted the loſs of that ſeeurity 
and peace which they had enjoyed un- 
der the former feigus, and recalled to 
their remembrance the aſſaſſination of 


the young prince; Seid Mahomed, the 


darling of che people, and of all who 


knew him! They wiſhed to eſtabliſh-in 


the government a brother of the mur- 
dered prince: but none appeared who 
thought themſelves able to A on 
arms of the Nabob. a H igel 

Mr Dupleix, Who bad tong . me- 
ditating projects of empire in the Car- 
natic, ſaw, in Chunda-Saheb, all thoſe 
great qualities which promiſed him ſue- 
ceſs in a competition with Ana- war- di- 

Khan for the nabobfhip of Arcot. 
Chunda-Saheb, by his ſword and his 
perſeverance alone, had: formerly raiſed 
himſelf to e firſt ors 4 in the goyern- 
ment. 
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ment. - In- him, the. addreſs and Es. 
of the conſummate ſtateſman were u- 

nited with the proweſs and coolneſs of 
the aceompliſhed general. But theſe 
qualities ſerved only as a ſpur, to his 
ambition; and we have already ſeen 
his: laurels blaſted by the moſt; flagrant 
as of treachery, perjury, diſſimulation, 
and erdelty. However, as che expetted. 
ſucceſs of his arms againſt Ana- ar - di- 


s time, the ſucceſſion 90 dhe ani 
eds itſelf diſputed. +111 


ing his grandſon, preſented / themſelves 


gatcnts, which, it was boldly pretended, 


al court; and both were reſolved- to 
pport cheir pretenſions by the ſword. 
E 2 Nazar- 


Khan would: not be ſufficient to ſecure 
co him che undiſturbed poſſeſſion of the 
nabobſhip, it was; alſo neceſſaxy, that he 
honld obtain a regular confirmation ab 
om the Subah of the Decan; and, at 


Upon the death of Nizom-al-Muluck, 
azar-Zing his ſon, and Muza-far- 


candidates for the ſubahſhip of the 
can. Each of them produced royal 


e had legally obtained from the impe - 
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tag Who had been a rebel 
againſt his father, and who was a fhve 
to pleaſure; ſeemed, at this juncture, to 
have advantages, which, if ſeaſonably 
and vigorouſſy purſued, might have 
| rendered him victorious in the conteſt. 
He had ſecured all his father s xreafures, 
and had, by that pretautioh, won over . 
to his intereſts che Principal officers of 
the ſtate: © Gold and filver, in Indoſtan, 
form the ſureſt and moſt laſting baſis of 
alliance. he poſſeſſor needs only to 
take care of his perſon; and, let his cauſe 
be ever ſo bad, while he en 
85 may have troops. 
LVoung Ie up ing on che: ode 
band, had little elſe to oppoſe to his 
uncle's treaſures and authority, but me- 
naces, charters, and patents. He found 
reſources, However, in an alliance hic 
he had contracted with Chunda-Saheb; 
Both theſe princes were determined to 
hazard their fortunes and their lives, in 
the proſecution of purpoſes, from the 
ſucceſs of which; they hoped to have it in 


L I 
their power do give las even to the im- 
perial thront. Nane e 
Their firſt: objet vrus g che retluttion 
of the Carnatic. This! reſolution they 
eommuricated to Mr Dupleix h and they 


ſolicited! this o àſſiſtanet ant: prptection. 
Aa revardivfhis-compliance;this cob- 
fers were to be filled and the territories 
_ oftheFtenchcompany'were'to be enlar- 


ged. ,'Theteniptatign was ton ſtrong d 


be reſiſtesl; a Mf Düpleiai imme 
__ diately- diſpatched: to their. Affiſtahcr- R 
body of four . ug 
10 rirochouſadd Sciparys. ö ' Hafrog 
Ana- war-di-Khan, againſt whbin this 
expedition wu deftined;:refolved to du 
fend the entrance of the Carnatic td 


che laſt ettremity; and, wirh an artny 
of twelte thouſand cavalry and eight 


thouſand: infantry, daretl to make head 


| againſt the unite forces of the tid 


princes, and the French; amounting to 
above forty thouſand men 
e fofmed a ſtrong camp under the 
fort of Amour, and nen — vithe 
Wenn 
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Mr D' Auteuil, the commander of the 
French detachment, propoſed to Chunda- 
Saheb to begin by ſtorming theſe in- 
tremehments. It was agreed. The 
French ſoldiers, eneoutaged by che hopes 
of rich plundler, began the onſet With 
that innpetuaſity which. is the charaQtes. . 
riſtio of their nation. They were fal- 
lowed hy the other troops! The na- 
bob's: artillery: being well ſerved, and 
wellen directed, did great execution. 
The) French, twice repulſed, rally as 
often; but, at length, give way. Sup- 
ported, however, by the Moors, with 
redoubled ardour they return to the 
charge; they gain the e and 
force the intrenchments. de bas 

Ana-War-di-Khan, upon chis' part, 
diſcovered equal valour, intrepidity, and 
preſence of mind. He endeavours to rally 
his broken troops; but in vain: the 
centre alone, where himſelf was poſted, 
and where his ſtandard was diſplayed, 
remains unſhaken. The confederate ar- 

my, having now routed both wings, 
— and attack the nabob upon all 

ſides. 
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fides. The nabob, by his words, and 
ſtill more by his example; rouſes the 
deſponding courage of the few who ſtood 
firm in his cauſe. The carnage becomes 


is brought him that his ſon was ſlain; 
te his 
yet undaunted ſoul. "Ho:looks a around 


Pride, revenge, and deſpair agita 


for Chunda-Saheb, the author of all 


the calamites of that diſaſtrous day. He 


deſeries him. Diſdaining to ſurvive an 
Inglorious defeat, he ruſhes into the 


thickeſt of che battle. A 'muſket-ſhot 


pierces the nabob's heart: he falls. 


The victorious princes, without (loſs. 


of time, ſet out for che eity of Arcot. 
Upon cheir arrival, -Muza-far-Zing; 


ho now aſſumed the title and honours 


of Subah, gave the firſt proofs of his 


authority, by formally appointing „ | 


da-Saheb nabob of the Carnatic. 
The news of the defeat, and 8 of 
Ana-war-di-Khan, had reached Tanjore 
while the Engliſh, under the command 
of Mayor Pete} wed in —— 
0 - The 
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The Raja af:[Tadjare; cho hated-the 
da-Saheb, might, at this time, have 
been caſiby induced to cede: to the Eng- 
liſh much mare important acquiſitions 
than: the fort: and territory 9 Devi- 
cottaß. Major Lawrence, bowey ery 
contenting hümſelf with what they had 
obtained, and Jeaving behind him a 
ſlender garriſon. i returned to Fort St 
David; where he received intelligence, 
that peace had, laſti year, been, reſtored 
to Great Britain and France, by Als 

8 of Awla- Chapelle. 
One of the articles af this peace, fa 
e. the Engliſh, was the reſto- 
ration of Madraſs; and Admiral. Boſs 
cawen took: poſſeſſion of it about the 
beginoing of . ia An of the 

treaty, 101 d ante 

The news: of the een af: frog 
equally aſtoniſhgd and mortified the 
Engliſh. They were now convinced, 
chat, inſtead of aſſiſting a dethroned Ra- 
ja of Tanjore, the glory of England, the 
intereſts, nay the very exiſtence of the 
2 | company, 
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company, loudly demanded, chat they 
ſhould have ſupported e e 
with all their force. 

The two princes gratefully choir 2 
ledged: themſelves highly indebted to 
Mr Dupleix for his attention, zeal, and 
activity in effectuating this; revolution 
ſenſe of his merit, and compenſate him 
for his ſervices, they beſtowed on him 
a large ſum of money; and on the 
French company, the principahty of 
eightyrone ſmall towns in the neigh- 
bourhood and territory of Pondicherry. 
Theſt valuable donations, the expectation 
of ſtill more important emoluments, to- 
gether with the reputation Which the 
French, by the ſucceſs of their arms, 
had already acquired in India, eaſily 
prevailed upon Mr Dupleix to enter 
very earneſtly and nan into a 
their concernments. 

A plan of future operations being 

f concerted and fertled with the princes, 
it was reſolved,” that they ſhould” attack 
Tritchanopoly, to which place Maho- 
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med-Ally Khan had retired after his 
father's deck. The princes, at the head 
of a powerful and victorious army, 
might eaſily have driven him out of the 
Carnatic; but, inſtead of marching. di- 
rectly to Trftehanopely, they entered 
into a quarrel with the Raja ef Tanjore. | 
He had not, they ſaid, for a long time, 
paid the tribute due to them; and, 
from the hopes of raiſing great ſums of 
money, they inveſted Te, 5988 ca- 
pital of his dominions. 9: 

This egregious bud in cheir yolks 
tics ſerved to turn the tide of fortune 
againſt them: and though, by a treaty 
with the Raja, after they had received 
from him many lacks of rupees, he had 
been compelled to ſtipulate great advan- 
tages to them, and to the French com- 
pany ; yet, by the artful management 
of the Engliſh, theſe engagements were, 

in a good a rendered abortive, -. 


K.. 1750, e e wha hath | 
been already mentioned as one of the 


candidates for the ſubahſhip, upon the 
| report 
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report of theſe. commations, began to a- 
wake from his pleaſures, and to be 
rouſed from his indolence. He now no 
longer conſidered his nephew as a ro- 
mantic adventurer, but as a rival from 
whom he had every thing to fear, With 
a numerous and well-appointed army, 
he left Golconda: he iſſued orders to all 
che nabobs and rajas ſouth of the river 
Kriſtna to accompany him into, the Car- 
natic: he ſummoned. his friend Maho- 
med-Ally-Khan to levy all the forces he 
was able, and requeſted of the Engliſh 
to diſpatch to him a body of Enrope- 
an troops. His army, including the al- 
lies, conſiſted of three hundred thouſand 
men, with a vaſt number of elephants, 
and eight hundred pieces of cannon, 
Gingee was the place of rendez vous. 
This formidable army, joined by the 
Engliſh detachment under the command 
of Major Lawrence, ſtruck the troops 
of the princes | with ſo great, and ſo 
general a panic, that mutiny and, deſer- 
tions thinned their numbers every day. 
Thirteen French officers, diſcontented | 
with the harſh uſage they had received, 
F.2 gave 
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A 
gave up their commiſſions at the fame 
time. The ſoldiers, as from this ex- 
ample of their officers might well be ex- 
pected, became Gſpirired, _—_— and 


outrageous. 
Nazar-Zing, inſtead of ſeizing this 


opportunity of ſtriking a deciſive blow, 


made overtures of accommodation, and, 
as it is reported, and believed, ſwore up- 


on the Koran, that, if his nephew 


ſhould voluntarily ſubmit, he would 
neither make him a priſoner, nor de- 


prive him of the governments which 


he had formerly held under his father. 
Muza-far-Zing, relying upon promiſes 
and oaths which were never intended to 
be fulfilled, raſhly ſubmitted himſelf to 
his uncle; who immediately put him 


into cloſe confinement, and laid him! in 


irons. 
'The periodical rains having now be- 
gun to fall, both armies, during two 


months, were obliged to remain in a 
ſtate of ination, Mr Dupleix availed 


himſelf of this interval, and eſtabliſhed 


a ſecret and cloſe correſpondence with 
ſome 


[ 48 ] 


ſome diſeontented leaders in Nazar- 


„„ 


Zing's army. Of theſe, the princes of 


Canoul, Coudapa, and Savanore, were 
the chief. Motives of intereſt, not of 
loyalty or affection, had led them to 


follow the ſtandard of Nazar-Zing. 


They had flattered themſelves, that up- 
on his eſtabliſhment in the ſubabſhip, | 
he would grant them, agreeably to his 
promiſe, a full remiſſion of their arrears 
to government: but the late inſtance of 
his perfidy and baſeneſs, convinced them 


that no confidence could be repoſed in 


a man who had avowedly, and openly, 
diſregarded the faith of the moſt yu 


| fipulation, 5307 1% 


Under theſe a Mr Du- 


pleix found it an eaſy matter to bribe 


their avarice and rapacity, and, by that 
means, to attach them to his own in- 
tereſts. A correſpondence with them, 
as criminal as it was baſe and unge- 
nerous, had been, accordingly, carried 
on for the ſpace of ſeven months, with 


the utmoſt ſecrecy. Theſe three Pittan 


lords, and twenty other officers of diſ- h 


tinction, | 
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[46] 5 
tinction, agreed to abandon their png 
in the time of action. 

5 Upon che fourth of December Fail 
armies took the field, and a battle was 


fought near Gingee. The Pittans, and 


the other conſpirators, poſted themſelves, 
according to agreement, in che rear of 


the army. The French, W 


well- diſtributed fire, threw. the enemy's 
firſt line into great diſorder. The Pittan 
lords, in whoſe approved courage and 
conduct Nazar-Zing had placed his 
chief hope, inſtead of ſupporting the 
charge, were now ſeen drawn up in or- 
der of battle, at a conſiderable diſtance 
from the main body of the forces. En- 
raged at this perfidious conduct, Nazar- 
Zing rode up to the traitors, calling them 
daſtardly cowards, who had ignomini- 
ouſly betrayed the intereſts of the Mo- 
gul, of their country, and of their 
prince, to a contemptible handful of 
Europeans. The Raja of Coudapa re- 
plied, that he knew no enemy but Na- 
zar-Zing; and, at the ſame time, diſ- 
charged a carabine at his prince. The 

unfortunate 


(4 1. 
unfortunate Nazar Zing fell dead upan 
the plain. His head was fevered from 
; his body, and carried to Muza-far- | 
Zing, who was now: freed from his 


fetters. The young prince, elated; by 
ſavage nations of power and revenge; 
ordered his uncle's bead to be fixed up- 
on a pole, and to be carried in 
ſion through the confederate army. Jute 
A is a melancholy truth, that hiltory 
is too often a-regiſter of crimes; frauds, 
and maſſacres. The misfortunes, even 
of baſe and worthleſs men, melt the 
feeling heart, when inſult hath been 
added to eruelty. Ambition, though 
uncontrouled by reaſon, hath ſurely no 
right to render men more ſavage than 
wolves and tygers; and yet the annals 
of almoſt every age and country furniſh 
little elſe than a n I human = 
* t Kro vin 

The annals of Laden) were, 
have given a deeper and more gloomy 
ſhade to the picture. There, crimes 
have been patronized or committed by 
a fet of men who boaſt of ſuperior hu- 


manity, 
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| [48] | 
manity, refinement, and benevolence. 


There, outrage, violence; and. depreda+ 


tion, have found ſhelter, under the ſanc- 
tion of an authority which profeſſes itſelf 
to be guided by the invariable diſtinc- 
rions of right and wrong. There, the 
lives and fortunes of princes have been 
ſacrificed, th gratify the inſatiable cra- 
vings of variity, of avarice, and luxury; 
while crowns, ſceptres, and govern- 
ments, have been wreſted from their 
rightful "owners; with alb ehe various 


circumſtances of anton crue ty: 


But to return to our narrative <a" The 


death of Nazar-Zing will remain an in- 


delible ſtain upon the character and me- 
mory of Mr Dupleix. The immenſe 
treaſures of this prince were, by his ar- 


bitration, divided between the Pittan 


princes and the French troops. In the 
partition, however, his own fervices 
were not forgotten; for, 'befides: jewels 
to a very conſiderable amount, he is faid 
to have received to — a 


pounds in money. 5 
xt © The 


L 

- The: Pittans. rere by no weaus well 
pleaſed with their proportion of the 
booty: they: repreſented, how: much 
their conduct had contributed 10 effes 
tuate the revolution 3 bur heing over- 
aved hy Mr Dupleix, they, * W 
ns! warne ah ſatiafaQion. .. 


WY * e Wee -<h, pf 
new-Subah, having performed the:cerc- 
monies of bis inſtalment, and having re- 
ceived the homage and allegiance of che 
ſexeral nabghs * Princes, Se gut fr 

Aurnng· ab 


ad. 

The Pittan heads though, ang o- | 
chers they bad paid him homage, and 
had taken che uſual oarhs, prepared he- 
Nilities againſt him, upon bis return 
through their dominions to Golconda. 
They ſeiged 2:proper ogcation, and be- 
gan the attack with great intrepidity. 
The ranks of Muzerfar-Zing's army 
were thrown into che utmoſt confuſion 
at this unexpected onſet; when the 
French troops, coming up under the 
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command of Mr Belly; hanger en for- 
tune of che day. tits 115; balgalg 
The Pittans, e ex of cheir princes 
had been killed, and andther deſperate- 

. wounded, were forced to retreat. 
Muza-fur-Zing, regardleſi of the re- 
monſtrances of Mr Buſſy, purſued the 
flying troops; left the French battalion 
far behind; rode up to the prince of 
Canoul, and fought him in ſingle com- 
bat. But the prinee directed a Javelin 
with ſo good an ain againſt his antago- 
niſt, that it pierced his forehead, e 
entered his brain: He fell dead up 
his elephant. 003 Dol NF 91 1 
| Salabad-Zing, brother of Nazat-Zitig, 
was inſtantly, with the univerfal con- 


ſent of the army, proclaimed Subah of 
the Decan. ELOLT/O0O 5 Nanni 07 71 


His elevation, however did not re- 


Ade peace to the Carnatic. The claims 
of Mahomed-Ally-Khan, and of Chun- 
da- Saheb, ſtill reumined in 2 1 
ate, ” :.t5tq; þ-« 


Some of the 3 n pcknowiedgil 


. the former, and others the latter, to be 


Nabob 


LA. Las, 

Nabob of Arcot; 'while their attachment 
to either was, for the moſt part, dicta- 
ted by [prejudice,; intereſt, or fear. The 
pretenſions of Chunda-Saheb were ſe- 
conded by the French; thoſe of Maho- 
med-Ally-Khan; by «the Engliſt; but 
neither the French, the Engliſh, the Ra- 
jas, nor the great lords of that country, 
could be well ſatisfied, that the elaims 
of theſe two candidates, derogatory to 
the rights of Seil Mabomed's: family, 
were founded in reaſon or equity. The 
objects; However; öf the Engliſh and 
French, were opulence, conſideration, 
dominion; and no body any longer 
wonders, that the remonſtrances of Ju- 
ſtice ſhould have been drowned amid 
the contentions, and fieree animoſities, 
which ſubſiſted between theſe two na- 
tions. JOU 3t 903 20 N SIT ü f 

At We Veptnlaitmſe of che war which 
Nabome-Aly-Klise and Chunda- Ga- 
heb had waged againſt each other, for- 
tune ſeemed to declare for the latter; 
but after the Engliſh had, in good ear- 
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ket, embarked themſelves in the cauſd 
: of the former, the affuits of Chunda- 
| Saheb ſoon became deſperate, and with 
| — 7 2 4414 


A. D. 1754. His 420 biene 3 
raed them what he. neither intended, 
nor was able to perform, had now made 
a powerful alhance with ſome of the 
ptifices of the Carnatic, He was joined 
by the Raja of Myſote, and by Morari- 
Row, 4 Marattoe prince: but Pertaub- 
Bing, the Raja of Tanjore, alone, frota 
more diſintereſted views than either, | 
| - ſent lim a reinforcement of three thous 
" und horſe, and two thouſand foot; un- 
tx | der the command of Monack-jee, a ge- 
i neral of approve courage and experi- 

__enec,. 

The * of che forts poſſeſſed by 
the French upon both ſides of the river 
. Caveri, was the grand object of this 
campaign. Meanwhile the part which 
the Engliſh had already taken in the war; 


had ex. much exhauſted tkeir funds 
4 | nar 
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4:83 
bor were the finances of Mahomed-Aliy= 


Khan in a better ſicuatiom. * 
A an e ebe an; Bag 
Iſh Bere aroſe, whoſe amazing ſucceſſes 
revived the drooping hopes of his coun- 
trymen, and whoſe bold plans were ſoon | 
do render lum the legiſlator of Indoſtan, 
This was Mr Clive, who had been bred 
to diſihe(s; und the edmmercial affairs 
of the Company, and now, happily, 
turned G. rc „ren 
of war. Ne BY 407 « ſe 
| ehe Loses nid open bs 
eyes upon tnerit without feeling the 
dings of envy, and; what as rarely hap- 
pens, could reward it; had already diſ- 
 eingulſhed! this young gentleman with 
an uncommon ſhare of his - intimacy, 
Hs ſuggeſted to Major Lawrence the 
expolitury of dividing the army into - 
two bodies: the one to act upon the 
north of the river Coleroon; the other, 
| upon the ſouth of the Caveri. The Ma- 
| jor did net hefitate to adopt a propoſal, 
which, ** hardly, arid, in appear. 
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1 
ance, raſh, yet ſeemed to him the moſt 
eligible, ſpeedily to terminate a tedious, 
bloody, and expenſive war. He him- 
ſelf, with half of the forces, remained 
to the ſouth of the Caveri, while Captain 
Clive was honoured with the command 
of the n ban 05 the 


Coleroon. 


Every Aae a eaded W 


7q Clive, upon the 6th of April, began his 


march, and croſſed the two rivers, ha- 
ving in his route experienced almoſt all 
variety of diſtreſs, difficulty, and dan- 


ger. After a train of rapid ſucceſſes, in 


which: himſelf had performed prodigies 
of valour, the garriſons of Samiavaram, 
Munſurpett, Lalguddy, and Pitchandah, 
ſurrendered themſelves to the victor. 
But this harveſt of victories! was not 
confined to the north of the Coleroon ; 
the ſucceſſes of Major Lawrence, though 
not ſo brilliant, were, at leaſt, as uſeful. 
The gallant Monack-jee, who acted un- 
der the immediate direction of the Ma- 
jor, at the head of his Tanjorines, re- 


duced the fort of Coilady, where the e- 


nemy 


L.AÞ 
nemy had their laſt / and beſt maga- 
zine of -provifions, and «military, ſtores; 
Chuckley- apollam fell next into the hands 
of the troops of Tanjorel wed fac 
Theſe dawnings of good fortune upon 
the arms of Mahomed=Ally-Khar, de- 
preſſed the courage of the French, and 
had a manifeſt influence on all their mea- 
ſures during this campaign. ern F 
Mr. Law had the command of the | 
French forces upon the ſouth of the 
Coleroon. i He and Chunda-Saheb, ha- 
ving been driven from one Pagoda to 
another, as their laſt and only reſource, 
hut tbemſelyes up in Jumhakiſtna, 
fort in the iſland of Seringham. Here, 
from the unaccountable jirreſolution of 
Mr Law, they underwent all the painful 
viciſſitudes of hope, and diſappointment; 
and were, at length, reduced to the 
moſt diſtreſsful ſtate. By the vigilance 
of Major Lawrence, their proviſions 
and reinforcements were cut off, and 
their correſpondènce with Mr Dupleix 
effectually intercepted. They were, 
er from an equality of numbers, 

' ſtill 


La 1 
fill in a condition to have made à vi- 
garaus, and, as the Fremub themſclves 
give: out. 4 ſuegeſsful aſſault upon the 
beſiegers: but it was Mr Law ho com- 
manded the tops. In vain did Chyn- 
dar Saheb reptifent to him the abſelute 
neoeſſity af ee Wr. names] 


defperate effort; -- 

This obſtinacy and niſcondudt of Mr 
Law had a viſible effect upon both the 
health and temper of Chunda-Saheb. 
His uſual -firmneſs | and equanimity Imi gave 
way to an anxiety, that increaſed with 
the proſpect of calamiĩties, from which, 

he foreſaw, nope huts A 


ſeemed now ro. be _ only. akernar 
es- in the and af his — 
che other Mr Law e aa 25a 
cable. 

In chis extremity, Mr La ſuggeſted 
to him the neceſſity of bribing ſome 
chief of the allied army, to allow him 
to eſcape through his quarters in the 

2 night. 


+.%, U 


night: is This ' refslution, = 48 delicate as : 


it was dangerous, : and which could have 


been dictated and juſtified only by the 
ſtrongeſt neceſſity, was, NN t | 


r inſtantly adopted. 


tel #24 


Every, reaſan forbade, them. 10 make 5 


IS propoſal to the Maraßttoe, or My- 
ſorean, general. It was, made, there- 


fore, to Monack-jee, the commander of 
the Tanjorine troops. He received, the 

overture with great politeneſs; and, by ; 
his addreſs, . and .an affected ſhew of 
compaſſon, he. ſecured ., the confi- | 


dence, of the unfortunate prince. Great 


ſums were paid him in ready money, 


and ſtill more important Ahnen | 


were ſtipulated to him. 


Chunda-Saheb was, aecording! v. con- 


ducted to Monack-jee's quarters ; where, 


inſtead of the eſcort; he expected, he wa. 
immediately put in irons. 


The news of this e en fon 


reached Mahomed-Ally-Khan, the Ma- 
rattoe, and .the ee 


laſt held a _copter nce upon che fate of 
Chunda-Saheb, 'They agreed, how- 


ever, 


The two 
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ever, in Ne but that the prize 
ſhould not remain in the cuſtody, of 
the Tanjorine general. Moti ves very 
intereſting to Monack - jee prevented 
him from ſurrendering his priſoner. | 

This brave officer, by the intrigues 
of Sticco-jee, the prime miniſter, had, 


for ſome time, loſt the confidence of 


his prince; and, to be teſtored to the 


royal favour, he knew, that he muſt 
ſignalize hinſetf by ſome daring exploit. 
The opportunity now preſented itſelf, 


Chunda-Saheb, during his uſurpa- 


tion of the government of Tritchanopo- 
ly, had rendered himſelf equally dread- 


ed and deteſted at the court of Tanjore. 
Monack-jee, therefore, the more effec- 
tually to ingratiate himſelf with his 


prince, and to raiſe himſelf in the eſti- 


mation of Mahomed-ally-Khan, gave 
orders to ſtrike off the head of Chunda- 
Saheb: one proof among a thouſand 
beſide, that bravery and humanity are 
not inſeparable. ""Þg 


The executioner of this in IM 


deed was a Pittan. He found the un- 


happy 
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happy victim an old man already half | 
dead with ſickneſs, and bending under 
the infirmities of a life which bad been 


ſpent in fatigue, anxiety, and danger. 

Chunda-Saheb, from the ſtern aſpect of 
the aſſaſſin, eaſily diſcovering tlie pur- 
. poſe for which he was ſent, earneſtly 
0 deſired to ſpeak with MonackSee, and 
then, he ſaid, he Could de willing to 
die. "The" burcher Ribbed him to the 
55 and ſevered his head from his 

90m dw on ori 28 

* d jee, ſenfible dit tie bed &f 
the: mutdered prince would not be an 
ung ble prefent to Mahomed-Ally- 
Khan, fent it immediately to Tritchano- 
poly! The bloody pledge was received 
witk every demonſtration of ſavage 
triumph. He ordered it to be tied to 
the neck of a camel, and to be carried 

five times round the walls of che city, 
amid the inſults and invectives of an 
hundred thouſand ſpectators. 
Such was the fate of this unfortunate 
prince. In his private character, he is 
Py allowed to have been .benevo- 
: H2 lent, 
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* humane, generous. His ſuperior 
ſagacity, conduct, and brayery, mark- 
ed him, for. the command 9 arpligs. 
With theſe qualifications, it is. M. 
bable, 
happy, bad he not aſpired, ata king- 
dem. Ut 


We "with to ſee che gentle ar 


peace, fucceed t to the ftorms and rags 
of war: but neither the death of-Chyn: 
da-Saheb, the reduction. of his r= 
nor the diſtreſs. to which the French | 
were reduced; had , hitherto, reſtgred 
tranquillity to the Carnatic.: and. Ma- 
homed-Ally-Khan had the. 1 martifica- 
tion to; find, that, notwithſtanding his 
ſignal ſucceſſes, he, as, yet; -was volun- 
tarily acknowledged by none, but by 
che leaſt ſignificant chiefs of the pro- 
vince of Arcot. At the opening of the | 
laſt campaign, he had promiſed, that 
upon the ſucceſs of his arms, he would 
put the regent of Myſore in poſſeſſion of 
Tritchanopoly. Tbe Myſorean, now, 
peremptorily ae ws wiges: * Tus 
alliance. 1 


10 By 0 
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Mahomed-Ally-Khan —_— to 
ſpin out the time by eyafive anſwers. 
Tritchanopoly, he aid, was the pro- 
perty of the G Great Mogul, and himſelf 
no more than a viceroy. Every. body 
fav, that a rupture was inevitable; ; and 
Mr Dupleix, availing himſelf, of this 
ground of quarrel, e Mer the 
breach. Jo 903 yk 

Morari- rom ſoon ws, che ex- 
anale the Myſorean, and, by pro- 
miſes, largeſſes, and hopes of plunder, 
was eaſily brought over to the French 
intereſts. Thus, except the Engliſh, 
and the Tanjorines, the other / allies. of 
Mahomed-Ally-Khan not only aban- 
doned his cauſe, but entered into a war 
againſt him, which, from its duration 
and expence, r 15 utter ruin 
of AW LIP, | 5. 
upon both, Hides, the two. armies took 
the 5 ah vii a few months the 


„„ 


1 


A. D. 


A. D. 1753. TRITEHANOPOLY. was 
27 in the poſfeſſion of Mahomed-Ally- 
Khan and the Engliſh ; bur it was, yi 
this time, defended by a weak garriſon, 
The confederate army reſolved to begin 
their operations by the reduction of this 
rich and populous city ; and, it the at- 
tempt ſhould be crowned with ſuccels, 
they were confident that the other fol 
upon the Caveri would ſurrender with 
out making a any conſiderable reſiſtance. 

The French, to facilitate an under- 
taking upon which all their hopes de 
pended, were earneſtly deſirous to gain 
over to chert ies * . of "ow 
| here. 

- They tip We Wüch che ae il 
great military abilities of Monack-jee 
had contributed to the overthrow of 
Chunda-Saheb, and to the re-eſtabliſh- 
ment of the affairs of Mahomed-Ally- 
Khan. Advantageous propoſals were, 
accordingly, made to the Raja; but he 

d them. Finding every other 


means unſucceſsful, they themſelves, 
the Marattoes, and the Myſorean, 
| threatened 


0 63 J 
. threatened him with an invaſion of his 


dominions. This WAS, no rhodomantade. 
| The Raja, therefore, , Fo | Prevent the 1 im- 


9 „ 


promiſed an adherence to a ftrict neu- 
trality; but as this promiſe had been ex- 
torted by fear, he afterwards rejoined 
the arms of the Faghth pod Mahowed- 
Ally-Khan. 1 1 
The confederate army at 3 before 
Tritchanonaly ; ; and, after. various un- 
deciſive battles and ſkirmiſhes, victory 
at length; declared for the Engliſh,” and 
the French were W to raiſe the 
Lege. | 2 1111 
K. D. 1784. Tux Engliſh and French 
being now weary of a war carried on at 
the expence of ſo much blood and trea- 
ſure, agreed to hold a conference. The 
d eputies were appointed to meet at Sa- 
drafs, a town belonging to the Dutch, 
Gituated between Madraſs and Pondi- 
cherry. 
Thoſe upon the fide of the Eaglich, 
ere Mr Falk and Mr e Fa- 
| ther 


164 
ther Lavaur and Mr Kirjean, upon that 


of the French: but as each ſide had pre- 
viouſly reſolved © to give up no part of 
their reſpective claims, it was impoſlible, 


that an amicable adjuſtment” of dif- 
ferences ſhould be the reſult of this ne- 


| gotiarion. 


The Engliſh Ape Upenec the con- 
ference. They began by propoſing, 


that Mahomed-Ally-Khan ſhould be ac- 


knowledged Nabob of the ' Carnatic, 


with the ſame authority as had been 


held by any former nabob. The French 


deputies, upon the other hand, inſiſted, 


that Salabad-Zing ſhould be acknow- 
ledged Subah of the Decan, and that 


Mahomed-Ally-Khan ſhould give up 
the city of Tritchanopoly to the 127 of 


Myſore. 

This was, in reality, bdghtning the 
buſineſs where it ſhould have ended; 
for if the Engliſh had acknowledged Sa- 
labad-Zing to be Subah of the Decan, 
the French would have become arbiters 
of their fate in the Carnatic; and if the 
French had admitted the preteaſions of 

I Mahomed- 
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Mahomed-Ally-Khan, it would have 
been equally prejudicial 1 to all as ins 
tereſts. | 

Their proceedings, however, did not 
ſtop here. The French produced ſeven 
patents, impowering them, as they ſaid, 
to intermeddle in the affairs of the Mogul ; 
government, By one of theſe, Mr Du- 
pleix himſelf had been appointed com- 
mander in all the countries from the ri- 
ver Kriſtna to Cape Comorin. 

They aſked the Engliſh deputies to 
produce their patents. It. was replied, 
that they had patents both from the 
Emperor and from Nazar-Zing, ap- 
pointing Mahomed-Ally-Khan Nabob 
of the Carnatic: but that theſe patents 
were at, Tritchanopoly. , | 
| The French, from an unguarded fors 
wardneſs, allowed the Engliſh deputies 
an examination of their patents; which 
were found, upon a flight ſcrutiny, to 
want the uſual ſeal, of fignature, and o- 
ther marks of authenticity. This very 
few wondered at, as it was generally 
believed that they had not been iſſued 

1 from 
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from the ſecretary's; office at Delhi, 
From mutual inſinuations of forgery, 


both ſides deſcended to the meanneſs of 
ungenteel abuſe; and the conference 


broke up without coming into any o- 
ther reſolution, than that of carrying 
on, with. additional fierceneſs, an ex- 
hauſting and deſtructive war. 

Meanwhile the Marattoes, inſt; gated 
by the French and the Myſorean, were 
committing horrid devaſtations in the 
kingdom of Tanjore. The Raja ſaw 
his grain deſtroyed, his cattle driven 
from the paſtures, his country depopu- 
lated, and his beſt towns pillaged and 
burnt. Calamities fo diſtreſſing and ſe- 


vere rouſed him from that neutrality 


* AP 


French, and which nothing but the 
dread of an invaſion could have extort- 
ed from him. 

It deſerves to be remarked, that the 
vicinity of this prince s territory to 
Tritchanopoly, which then was, and had 


long before been the ſeat of the war, 
rendered his ſituation peculiarly inte- 


reſting, 
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reſting, pitiable, dan geroys, and un- 
Happy. 78 
He was not A principal in ae war. 

1 with the territories which 
had been tramſmitted to him by a re- 
ſpectable anceſtry, he did not ſeek to 8 
enlarge them by enforcing pretended 
claims, A ſmall ſtanding army was 
ſufficient to have protected his indu- 
ſtrious ſubjects, and to have defended 
his own dominions; but the aſſerting 
of the long- diſputed claim of Maho- 
med-Ally-Khan, obliging him to aug- 
ment the number of his E 0c? raiſed 
murmurs and diſcontents among his 
ſubjects, embarraſſed his meaſures, and 
exhauſted his revenue. | | 
The Raja, -perceiving that his en 
nions were likely to become the prey of 
the Marattoes, and being convinced 
that he had not a moment to loſe, im- 
mediately reinſtated the gallant Mo- 
, nack-jee in the command of the army. 
This general, unaffiſted by the Eng- 
liſh, whoſe intereſt it was to have ſent 
him a ſpeedy reinforcement, marched 
12 dur 


0 


L 68 J 

out at the head of his troops, and, by a 
maſterly ſtroke of generalſhip, ſhut up 
the enemy in an angle of the iſland 
Seringham. The Marattoes exerted 
themſelves with their uſual bravery, 
au gmented by all the horrors of de- 


ſpair, Victory, however, was up- 

on the ſide of the Tanjorines, through 
the ſuperior ſkill of their general. 

Eight hundred were left dead upon 

the field, and moſt of the reſt were 

wounded, and taken priſoners. This 
blow effectually checked the progreſs of 
the Marattoes towards Tritchanopoly, at 
that time the reſidence af ae 

Ally-Khan. 

As the kingdom of Tanjore, and the 
neighbouring territories of the Gentoo 
prince of Tondeman, were, from their 
extraordinary fertility, eſteemed the 

granaries of proviſions for the garriſon 


and the camp, the Engliſh found it an 


important object, to keep an open com- 
munication between theſe countries and 
Tritchanopoly. In ſpite, however, of 
all their precaution, the French, and 
theip 
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their allies, took poſſeſſion of the fort 
of Elimiſerum, and, by that means, 
not only galled the reconnoitring par- 
ties, but dreadfully haraſſed the com- 
panies ſent out upon forage. As a ſuf- 
ficient number of troops could not, at 
this time, be conveniently ſpared, ei- 
ther from the garriſon, or from the 
camp, Monack-jee, | by himſelf, under- 
took the hardy enterpriſe; and, having 
cut off or diſperſed ſeveral parties of 
freebooters, he inveſted Ehmiſerum, 
and within three days the garriſon ſur- 
1 rendered chemſelves aa at diſcre- 
tion. 

Much — this time; a 3 of 
| three {hips of war, under the command 
of Admiral Watſon, arrived upon the 
coaſt, having on board a; conſiderable 
quantity of military ſtores, with à re- 
inforcement of a thouſand European 
troops. The French, too, during this 
ſeaſon, had received an addition of 
twelve hundred men; but the greater 
part of theſe were undiſciplined, and, 
b ill ee to take the 
field 


, 
[ 
i 
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field againſt the veteran troops from 
England. It 1s very probable, and al- 
lowed by the French themſelves, that 
another campaign would have threaten- 
ed their influence, wealth, and empire, 
in that part of the ye: _ pee 


| 1 ruin. 


"Theſe expenſive etpartticiy dw ; 


end were rendered fruitleſs, by com- 


miſſions which Mr Saunders, governor 


of Madraſs, and Mr Godeheu, now go- 


vernor of Pondicherry, had juſt recei- 
ved from Europe, authoriſing and en- 
joining them to ſettle the baſis of a con- 
ditional treaty, and to publiſh a ſuſ- 


penſion of © hoſtilities for © eighteen 


UM retain the poſſeſſiom of the towns, 


months: but this treaty was not to 
be deemed definitive, till it had recei- 
ved the ſanction of the two companies 
in Europe, who had reſerved to them- 
ſelves the conſtitutional power of annul- 


ling or 5 the eee or Ly pr 


of A . 
be grand articles in which both ſides 
agreed were, That the two companies 


and 


L. . 
and forts which now belonged to chem; 
that they ſhould renounce the titles and 
powers peculiar to the princes of that 
country, and ſhould not interfere in any 
differences amongſt them. A treaty to 
this purpoſe, was accordingly framed;,. ; 
The Myſorean, notwithſtanding this 
tranſaction, could not be perſuaded, 
that he was no longer at liberty to com- 
mit hoſtilities." againſt Mahomed-Ally- | 
Khan, and the Engliſh ; and when ear- 
neſtly ſolicited, to return to his own 
country, he told them, that he Was 
der no obligation to regard treaties | 5 
which he had not made himſelf; and 
that he was reſolved nat to leave Sering⸗ 
ham till. he. ſhould take | poſſeſſion, of 
Tritchanopoly. | C fig 
Without reſources in money, in am- 
| munition, in troops, or in proyiſions, 
and abandoned by the French, this ob- 
ſtinate prince {till flattered himſelf, that 
he was able, ſingly, to carry on the war 
with ſucceſs. The fruitleſs and weak 
efforts of a very ſhort campaign unde- 
ceived him; 3 and, at, length, after ha- 


ving 
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ving waſted three years, abſent from his 
own country, at the head of a nume- 
rous army, he was obliged to return 
without having received the leaſt com- 
penſation for the expences he had incur- 
red, or any ſecurity for the ren 
ment of them. 

Tranquillity delng now re-eſtabliſhed 
| in dhe Carnatic, the preſidency of Ma- 
draſs recommended to Mahomed-Ally- 

Khan, to ſettle with his family at Ar- 
cot. He acquieſced in their advice. 
Upon the gth of July he Jeft Tritchano- 
poly, accompanied by the principal of- 
ficers and gentlemen in the Company's 
ſervice; and upon the 21ſt made a 
pompous and ſplendid Wy into Hi ca- 
pital. on 
- "The fruits of peace, nete were 
not long to be enjoyed in that unfettled 
country: for the conditional treaty be- 
tween the Engliſh and French preſiden- 
cies was unacceptable to the court of 
Verſailles, and hoſtilities were ordered 
to be renewed. 


In the year 1758, the French King 
2 | _ ſent 
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ſent a confiderable reinforcement to the 
Eaſt Indies, under the command of Ge- 
neral Lally, à ſoldier of fortune, and of 
Iriſh extraction, brave, honeſt, raſh, ob- 
ſtinate, and inacceſſible. With che land- 
forces he inveſted Fort St David, While 
che - under” Admiral D ApchE 
blocked it up by fea. A combination 
of circumſtances unfavourable to the 
Enghfk, obliged them to furrender up- 

on eapitulation. The capture of Na- | 
draſs remained to complete the glory of 
te French arms, and entirely to reduce 
the dominions of ae 7782 the 
coaſt of Coromandel. 
This town, though the ac! of: the 
prefidency, was utterly unprepared to 
ſuſtain a ſiege. The: fortifications were 
unfiniſhed, particularly the north front; 
che gateways and curtains were open; 
the garriſon were diſpirited by the fud- | 
den ſurrender of the fort of St David, 
whilkk a ſcarcity of proviſions and war- 
Axe ſtores ſerved to increaſe their fear, 
Ob of - 9 Mr Lally needed, 
K f 


1 {+ 


provifians and ammunition beginning 


L 24. ] 
or thought he needed, a ſupply - of 
money and troops for ſuch; an import- 
ant undertaking... He applied to the 
Raja of Tanjore. I hat prince, being 
reſolyed to draw upon himſelf the whole 


force of the French ſooner chan Mt 
 Hounce his alliance with che Engliſh ab- 


ſolutely refuſed him the ſupply; Lally, 
impatient of contradiction, and exaſpe- 
rated at the Raja's attachment to the in- 
reſts of the Engliſh; marched. with a. 
body of three thouſand men into his do- 
mmons ; plundered Nagare, a trading 
ton upon the coaſt; and afterwards in- 
veſted the capital. He proſecuted the 
Gege till a- breach was made; hut his 


to fail, and being diſtreſſed by the vi- 
gorous ſallies of the garriſon, he found 
himſelf obliged to raiſe the age and 
to retreat with precipitation. 

Nothing could have been more ſeafon- 
able, nothing more adyantageous, to the- 
Engliſh at Madraſs, than this ſudden and 
es OA diverſion of the French arms, 


"uy 
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They employed this propitious interval 
in ſtrengthening the garriſon, in repair- 
ing the fortifitations, in erecting batte- 
Ties, and in laying up à ſufficient quan- 
tity of ammunition and proviſions. 
However, upon the 6th of January 
1759, the French fat” down before it. 
A briſk diſcharge of ſhot and ſhells was 
maintained for twenty days, while they 
continued to advance their trenches un- 
der cover of this fire, till they reached 
the brraſt of the glacis. Here they 
erected a battery of four pieces of can- 
non, which they opened upon the laſt 
day of the month: but the ſuperior fire 
of the fort obliged them to abandon 
it. An unſucceſsful attempt was made 
to intimidate the inhabitants, by bom- 
barding the town, and demolithing the 
houſes. The mutiny and . diforders 
which this illiberal and cruel conduct 
was intended to create, were, happily, 
prevented by the uncommon vigilance, 
reſohution, and ſagacity of Governor 
Pigot; and by the intrepidity of the of- 


ficers, which, upon this occaſion, was 
K 2 exerted 


1 

ezerted in the moſt en man- 

ner. 

While theſe and: were 7 

on before the town, a body of Tanjo- 
rine, together with ſome European, ca- 
valry, arrived to the relief of the beſieged. 

They hovered at the diſtance ef a few 
miles from the French camp, blocked up 
their roads, and cut off their proviſions. 
14 This unexpected event at once diſcon- 
=. certed the meaſures of Lally, and diſ- 

| couraged his troops. He accordingly 
drew off his forces that very night, a- 
bandoned forty pieces of cannon, and 
I | retreated to the territory of Arcot. 
7 Soon after, the Engliſn frengrhened 
WA the garriſons they had upon that coaſt, ' 
3 ſent thither a ſtrong reinforcement of 
troops, and were now in a condition to 
beſiege Pondicherry by ſea and land. 
Their operations being well conducted, 
and the garriſon being cut off from all 
ſupply of proviſions, Lally was at length 
compelled to ſurrender, and the city fell 
into the hands of the Engliſh, By this 
grand 
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grand event the French power wender 
coaſt was annihilatet. 
In the year rang MiBight) Gbr 
of Madrats; vas appointed by the autho- 
rity of the court of directors, to guaran- 
tee a treaty between the Raja of Tanjore 
and Mahomed>Ally-Khan. By this trea- 
ty, the former was to pay to the, latter 
the ſum of twenty-two lacks of rupees 
in place of all arrears, and the annual 
tribute of four lacks in time to come- 
In 17063, by one af the articles of the 
definitive treaty between Great Britain 
and France, 7 eee _ 
1 declared: lawful Nabob:of Arcot. 
It is unneceſſary to give an account 
of Hyder-Ally's irruption into the Car- 
natic, and of bis military: operations a- 
gainſt the Nabob in ſome following 
years. This prince Was obliged to ex- 
pend very conſiderable ſums in defend- 
ing his country, and getting rid of the 
arms of the invader. His demands of 
money from the Raja of Tanjore, were, 
on that account, very great; and, at 
the ſame time, he complained, that he 
f had 
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had not given that aſſiſtance which he 


ought then to have afforded him. As 


the Raja did not comply with his de- 
-mands, and made-an apology: for what 
was thought blameable in his conduct, 
che matter was brought by the-Nabob 
before the governor and council of Ma- 


draſs, and he prevailed with them to 


join the troops of the Company with his 
own, in an expedition againſt Tanjore. 


Orders were accordingly iſſued to Gene- 


ral Smith; the town of Tanjore was in- 
veſted, and the Raja was obliged to ſub- 
mit to the hard conditions which were 


impoſed upon him. This ms in 
the year 17711. 

As theſe Tonditions were not punc- 
nally fulfilled, and the Nabob had other 
grounds of complaint againſt him, the 
governor and council were again pre- 
vailed with to ſend their troops, in con- 
junction with thoſe of the Nabob, to 
beſiege Tanjore, in the month of July 


1773. It was ſurrendered in a few 
weeks; the Raja was taken prifoner, 


and 


. N 


and the Nabob put in poſſeſſion of his 
capital. 

Things remained in this ſtate cl the 
Eaſt-India Company thought proper to 
diſapprove of the conduct of their ſer- 
vants at Madraſs, and reſolved that the 
Raja ſhould be reſtored to his dominions. 
The execution of chis order was entruſt- 
ed to Lord Pigot; and the Raja was re- 
ſtored about the beginning of laſt year, 
Diſputes have. ſince ariſen among the 
members of the council of Madrafſs, 
which now lie before the Eaſt-India 


Company, and will, in iir en 
eczre may ir determination, 8 
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ſome remarks upon the grounds of 
Mahomed-Ally- Khan's claim of the 
kingdom, or principality, of Tanjore, as 
5 Cle Io ſet forth: in his h Letrer to 
<.1he court of directors; td which 18 
ge © AiRtate-of facts relative ta 
1 -Tanjore.” - The detter being now laid 
bebte the publicy: every one muſt be at 
liberty to offer his ſentiments: concern- 
ing it. Whether mine are right or 
wrong, it is certain, that they are dic- 
tated neither by intereſt, nor partiality. 
In that letter, and in the ſubſequent 
ſtate of facts, there is a great diſplay of 
the diſtinguiſhed generoſity and friend- 
ſhip of Mahomed-Ally-Khan to the 
Engliſh Eaſt-India Company, and of 
the ſignal obligations they were under 
to him, in all their efforts againſt the 


French power. 


I | . 


L 


am che firſt, friend to the Kagüch | 
nation, and the Company; and I 
have ſpent the beſt part of my days 
in their friendſhip, In all times of 
* proſperity and adverfity, and in the 
* battles with the Company's enemies, 
* I have been joined with the Engliſh 
© nation, and I did not. heſitate in offer- 
© ing my life and fortune, and in ſa- 
crificing my ſons and friends, in their 
*: ſervice; and I have always uſed my 
© beſt endeavours to add to the honour, 
, proſperity, and advantage, of, the 
. | Company * * 59 n | 
The zeal of „ Fs the 
* Engliſh cauſe. could only terminate 
* with his life; for on the 23d of July 
“ 1749 he was ſlain in battle, bravely 
fighting for his allies and friends f.“ 
“His life” (char of the preſent Nabob} 
<* was often in danger; his troops, on 
e Lvarious occaſions, cut to pieces; his 
country depopulated, his revenues ex- 
__ © hauſted, in fighting our battles J. 
Letter, p. 2. I State of Facts, p. 18. 
+ Ib. p. 24. | $637.24 
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Many other paſſages of the like im- 
port are to be found in the letter, and 
the ſtate of facts; and it is argued, up- 
on the whole, that, in point of grati- 
tude, the Engliſh ought now to ſhew 
him their diſtinguiſhed favour. _— Be 
it ſo; but not to the extent of expelling 
a nei ;ighbouring prince from his domi- 
nions, and beſtowing them upon -the * 
Nabob of Arcot. After all, was not the 
friendſhip which he and his father al- 
ways expreſſed to the Engliſh nation in- 


timately connected with their own in- 


tereſt? His father was, undoubtedly, 
a prince of approved courage, and great 
abilities. Thefe he had occafion fre- 
quently to exerciſe, in defence of his 
power and dignity: but never were they 
more illuſtriouſly diſplayed than in the 
laſt war, which he fuſtained againſt the 
combined power of his enemies, and in 
the fatal battle of Amour, where he 
bravely fell, fighting in his own cauſe, 

His ſon, the preſent Nabob, was, at 
that time, in a very perilous ſituation. 


Deprived of the relourees of treaſure, | 


and 


* 


( 83 ] 
and unable to keep the field, he ſhut 
himfelf up in the ſtrong town of Trit- 
chanopoly. His rival Chunda-Saheb is 
declared Nabob of Arcot by the Subah 
Muza-far-Zing, at the head of a victo- 
rious army; and almoſt the whole coun+ 
try ſubmits to him, The French too 
were united on the ſame fide; and the 
Fortunes of the preſent N abob were then 
at a very low ebb, 

But he was not wanting to himſelf, 
and bravely maintained the ſtruggle, 
The Engliſh ſoon diſcerned their true 
intereſt, heartily imbarked in his cauſe, 
exerted. themſelves with the urmoſt vi- 
gour; and the tide of fortune, in a 
ſhort time, turned in his favour, 

The Engliſh, and their Eaſt-India 
Company, carried on the war at great 
expence, by ſea and land; and the- 
French being entirely ſubdued, Maho 
med-Ally-Khan, in the definitive treaty 
between the two nations in 1763, was 
declared to be the lawful Nabob of the 
Carnatic. Their attachment to him 
was ſteady, as was his friendſhip to 


L 2 them. 
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them. Mutual intereſt cemented this 
union. Immenſe ſums were, undoubt- 
edly, expended by him in the courſe of 
the war: but it is more than ridicu- 
lous to affirm, that he ſapported the 
% whole expences of the laft war upon the 
* coaſt of Coromandel, againſt the 
* common enemy The contrary is 
well known; and ſuch exaggerations 
fer ve only to hurt any cauſe in n which. 


they are employed. 


In ſhort, let the amity betwixt the 


Nabob of Arcot and the Faſt-India 


Company remain inviolable. Est per- 
petua but may it never be a ſanction 
to diſhonourable and unhallowed acts 
of ambition, avarice, and oppreſlion ! L 
If the unfortunate Prince of Tanjore 
doth not merit the ſevere uſage he hath 
met with, let no other conſideration pre- 
vail with the Company to declare againſt 
him. e | 
Bat, if not in gratitude for his paſt 
ſervices, yet from a due regard to | his 


State of Facts, p. 19. 


juſt 


{ 85 J 

juſt claims, the Nabob, it is ſaid; may 
well hope, chat che Engliſh will concur 
with him in his defigns againſt the 
Raja of Tanjore. This prince, and his 
father, we are told, have frequently re- 
fuſed obedience to his orders, given aſ- 
fiſtance to thoſe who invaded his coun- 
try, and have failed in the payment of 
that annual tribute which was required 
of them: ſo that, upon account of 
theſe, and other acts of flagrant diſre- 
gard and diſobedience, Tuljagee, the 
preſent Raja, bath fallen under a for- 
feiture of all his rights to him as his 
feudal lord *. 
" Matters of fact are here combined 
with a claim of right. The former would 
require a large diſcuſſion; the latter ad- 
mits of an eaſy reply. 7 

It is evident, that, during the con- 
teſts between the Engliſh and the 
French, the Raja of Tanjore was in 4 


very ſingular and dangerous fituation, 
and likely to be cruſhed * the weight 


” State of Fatts, : p. 19. ef al, 
of 
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of theſe two contending powers. As 
his territories lay in the midſt be- 
tween Madraſs and Pondicherry, they 
q were open to the incurſions of the ar- 
. mies upon both ſides, and many a time 
15 ſuffered ſeverely from theſe incurſions. 
. Whatever might have been his own ſen- 
i timents and wiſhes, he was obliged to 
5 exerciſe much policy, in order to guard 
againſt thoſe imminent dangers with 

which he was often threatened, Yer it 

cannot be denied, that he rejected many 

- - _ tempting offers from the French, and 
effectually aſſiſted the Engliſh upon ſe- 

veral very ſignal occaſions. But all this 

. is now to be forgotten; and the pre- 
Y ſent. Raja's defects and miſcarriages, 

m2 : whatever they were, and thoſe of his fa- 
F ther, are now to be brought into judge- 

ment againſt him. | 

But did not his father, generouſly 

ſupport the intereſts of Mahomed-Ally- 

Khan againſt his rival, even when that 
rival was in ollifion of the Nabob's 
| throne ? Did he not then join his 
troops to the -Engliſh forces, and with 
| them 
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chem maintain the conflict in his fa- 
vour, till their arms at length prevail- 
ed? Was it not at the riſk of his 
own fortunes, that he then ſtrove to 
raiſe the preſent Nabob of Arcot to thar _ 
power, which is now, not very grate- 
fully, exerted againſt his ſon ? Are the 
failures of ſuch a friend to be minutely 
marked, and all memory of his paſt ſer- 
vices to be entirely obliterated ?_ 18 it 
any way ſurpriſing, that he ſhould have 
reſented ſome heavy demands of tribute, 
and other harſh uſage that he received 
from the Nabob! + Pertaub-Sing, for 
that was the Raja's name, might well 

be filled with indignation at this treat- 

ment, which ſeems to have been very- 

boy 7,74 to the Eaſt-India Company. 
Nay, the original right of this fa- 
mily to the principality of Tanjore is 
now called in queſtion : for though 
they have been in poſſeſſion for an hun- 
dred years paſt, yet we are told, that 
Eckogee, of the Marattoe vation, who 
was the firſt of that family, was no o- 


cher than an uſurper, who, by force and 
fraud, 
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fraud, ee the in en of 5 
country . 

It may be ſo; for fack- events, are not. 
uncommon in Indoſtan. But this ſame 
Eckogee was confirmed in his poſſeſ- 


ſion by the Emperor Aureng- zebe; 


and his family have retained their 1 * 
nity through the courſe of four or five 
generations. This is more than can be 
ſaid of many kingdoms, governments, 
and principalities, in that country. 


cond perſon of his family in the na- 
bobſhip of Arcot: and it is not, ſure- 
ly, expedient for him, and for ſome o- 


that there ſhould be a ſtrict inveſtigation 
of their rights of dominion over thoſe. 
countries which are at preſent ſubjected 
to them. 

Neither is it * to enter into 
an examination of their charaQers, and 
manner of government. In the Let- 


ter, and State of facts, a delineation 5 


* State of Fits, p. 3. 25. 
2 n of 
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of this kind is given of che Tanjorine 
princes *; but i 5 is plainly” the caricatura 
of an ably There, too, manu- 
* Parti Tt in the -Nabob's pollef- | 
fon“ are trequently referred to, in 
ſupport of facts diſgraceful to the cha- 
racters and adminiſtration of theſe 
princes. But can ſuch records be ad- 
mitted as authentic evidence againſt 
them? 
and an impartial public, make the un- 
fortunate Tuljagee reſponſible for the 
faults, or even cruel deeds, of his an- 
ceſtors? Why, then, are they now ſo 
induſtriouſly inſiſted on, in a manner 
that ſeems to be Jy unprincely, 
and Miberal ? - 

- Notwithſtanding high profaions of 
reſpect and gratitude to the India Com- 
pany, heavy complaints are made, on 
account of the terms of a treaty of 
peace, which they promoted in the year 
1762; betwixt Mahomed - Ally - Khan 
and the Raja of Tanjore, and which 


2M Statc of Facts, P- 21. 22. 23. et al. N 
M 


Can the court of Directors, 
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was ſettled under their guarantee. In 
the State af facts, the obſeryations 
upon it are introduced by this extraor- 


dinary paragraph: During the late 


5** war between e Britain and 


« France, an the coaſt of Coromandel, 


** when, the preſent, Nabob was ſo much 
* weakened that he could not enforce 


120 the obedience of his vaſſals and tri- 


** butaries, Pertaub-Sing with-held his 

« * feudal duties as Zemindar of Tan- 
jore; and abſolutely refuſed to fur- 
** njſh his quota for erde aer of the 
* country.. 

How can any. agent of. Fas Nobel 

venture to aſſert what is ſo inconſiſtent 

with the truth of facts, and with the 

Raja's exertions and ſufferings in that 


war ? ls it not well known, that very 


eſſential ſervices, were performed by his 


troops, during the courſe of it, under 


the command of his brave general Mo- 
nack- jee? Did he not, afterwards, by 
his adherence. to the Engliſh intereſt, 


F State of Facts, p. 235 1 * 
draw 


b ! 

draw "down upon | Aithſelf the whole 
Weight of Lally's reſentment at W 
eat! of the French forces * Was it Not 
this ah he "Atvettion. to "his. © arms 
Which ſaved Fort St Gebrge = a 
Tiege, for which ches not at all 
pafed It is ; unsecffäry! to repeat he 
eee that ee juſt how read 
in the prece narrative. — That 
the Raja did 22 comply with all 
the etofbitant dethinids of tribute which 
were made upon him by the Nabob, 


may be readily” Stünted; but Gütlot, 
ſurely,” be a matter of juſt accufatior 
| againft lin, © e fa i arty; 


Alfter this introduction, however, the 
author of the gtate of facts” procteds 
in the following Manner. uo 
71 68h Notwithſtanding" this PRng ſo 
10 hoſtile to the Englih, as well as to 
« their faithful friend, and ſtrenuous 
* ally, a treaty, highly favourable to 
e Pertaub-Sing; and ruindus to che 
juſt rights of Mahomed-Ali, was 
&* concluded in the year 1762. The 
„ Raja's tribute, by this treaty, was 
M2 « reduced 
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reduced to four lacks; and the ſum 
y of | twenty-two, lacks was taken in 
plate of all arrears, — A debt of 
pe 2 — lacks of rupees, for which Per- 
* taub had given his bond to the pre- 
© ſent Nabob's father, was declared to 
* be cancelled, — Governor Pigot gua- 
6 rantetd this ea in the name of che 
* Com 
e e e 
1 ; tor, unaceountable treaties, can ſcarce- 
produce one equally extraordi- 
„ nary.” 1 And chen we have a decla- 
mation againſt it, and a repeated pane- 
gyric upon the Nabob's character; 
e whoſe life, we are told, © was often 
« in danger, his troops, on various oe. 


caſions, cut to pieces, his country de- 


<< populated, his reyenues exhauſted, in 

6 fighting our battles,” Is this high 
generoſity to be again celebrated, when 
all the world ren Fd forght ln 


#5, wo Sw 


. State of Tas p.: 24, 
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| 6ppoſition 50 choſe who. n to de- 
ee Sids: at i 571, 

For my part, 1 cannot fal co applayd 
the condydt of the India Company in 


that treaty; the motives with which 


they ſeem. to, have been animated, and 


their regard to juſtice: and: gratitude to- 


wards: Pertaub-Sing, im the terms aa. 

appeargd t9;be fayourable to hi. 
After all the tumults, che Apes, 

a dangers, of a tedious war, they 


were deſirous to eſtabliſn peace in the 


Carnatic upon equitable and laſting 
foundations. This could never be the 
cafe, if the Nabob ſliould continue 0 
demand, of -the Raja what tribute he 
pleaſed, and to exact it in an imperious 
manner. Ic was neceſſary, alſo to make 
a. reaſonable, adjuſtment of the debt 
which the latter owed to the former. 
Both theſe points are ſettled in that 


treaty. [Twenty-two lacks of rupees are 
allowed for paſt arrears; and four lacks 


are determined to be the annual tri- 
bute. 


But the Nabob was A diſlatif⸗ 
fied 
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Jed *%bith this allotment. I doubt! it not᷑; f 
for avarice is inſatiable. Theſe great 


ſums too, it is to be remarked,” are all 
to paſs into his own coffers, and what- 


ever more can be raiſed in the Carna- 


tic; as if he had an original and an un- 
divided tight to the whole: for it is ob- 
ſervable, that, in all his elaims, not the 
leaſt mention is made of the court of 
Delhi, to Which the revenues that he 
receives as nabob, from the provinces 
under Bis juriſdiction, do of right be- 
long. He is ready, as other nabobs 
and ſubahs, to avail himſelf of all the 
powers and privileges of his high dig 
nity: but both he and they, ſuch i 15 the 
fallen ſtate of imperial power, appro- 
priate to themſelves, in an open and a- 
vowed manner, thoſe revenues. which 
the Indian rajas were accuſtomed to pay 6 
ro the Emperor of Indoſtan. How ri- 
diculous, indeed, to hear ſuch perſons 
gravely pleading, upon the footing of 
right and juſtice, againſt the poor op- 


preſſed princes of that country, and a- 
| gainſt 


L }. 

guinſt, thoſe: who. would, at oy time, 
attempt to alleviate their bonds 
This alleviation they never an hope 
to obtain, with the good-will of their 
haughty ſuperiors; and if ãt is procured 
for them by the favour of allies, and a 
happy combination of circumſtances, 
they may be aſſured, that: no. means 
will be left untried to wreſt from them 
what they have acquired; and to render 
the force even of man 8 al- 
together ineffectual. 

There is a notorious ;nfiance of this 
in the caſe before us. All matters ſeem- 
ed to be. adjuſted between the Nabob 
and Raja by the treaty in the year 1763. 
The India Company approved of the ar- 
ticles as reaſonable, and thought the 
treaty definitive. But it is now urged, 
TFhat the treaty ſubſiſted between the 
« Nabob and Pertaub-Sing only; and 
8 4 there is not an expreſſion, a word, 

in the whole, which extends to the 
be N of either err 2 8 20 


* Stute of Fach, P. 27. > 
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The meaning is perfectly evident; 
that the Nabob ſhould be freed from the 


obligations of that treaty, and be ſuffer- 


ed to make What demands he pleaſed 
upon the ſon and ſucceſſor of Pertaub- 
Sing, without controul. Was this che 
intention of the India Company? Did 


they provide only for 4 temporary peace, a 


that might laſt a few months, and not 


for one that ſhould be firm and per- 


manent ? Is it the Nabob's opinion, 
that the treaties which they have made 
with him are to reach no further 'than 
the term of his 'own life, and to be of 
no benefit to his ſon and family! ? How 


many ' treaties have there been in the 


ſame ſtyle, which the ſons and ſucceſ- 
ſors of the contracting parties held them- 
ſelves bound to perform? The Raja of | 
Tanjore declares to this purpble ; not o 
the Nabob of Arcot. 

It is further urged, That allowing him 
an intereſt in this treaty,” yet he hath 
forfeited all right to the advantages a- 
riſing from it, and to the. favour of the 


guarantees. But theſe guarantees do 
1 not 


GL 


not. think fo ; for they haye ordered his 7 
1 . the e b chat 
theary, f es n 

In ee however; of this ee 
charge, many particular articles of. ar 
cuſation are exhibited. 
When Hyder-Ally-Cawn. invaded 

the Carnatic; the Governor and Coun- 
„ cil, and I, repeatedly vrrote to Tulja- 
** gee to ſend his troops to join ours; 
% but he you not che al atten- 
„% tion v.“! A. 

It would paar, hab h in a ee 
lier, he did pay attention to theſe let- 
ters; for it is added, that in the be- 
** ginning of the war with Hyder, he 


te ſent only a few of his troops to join 


*© Colonel Wood; and though, the Co- 
lonel repeatedly wrote to him to ſend 
* money for the ſupport of his troops, 
he did not ſend any; therefore the 
Colonel was obliged to ſupply them 
6 out of Eis own e 
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te vet owes WW: money chat che Colonel 

* advanced to his troops . 
What are we to conclude from all 
this, but that there lies an action a- 
gainſt him, at the inſtance of the Colo» 


nel, for payment of the money which 


he laid out for him upon this occaſion? 
But if this accuſation is not to be 
coriſidered as a matter of very high im- 
portance, e are further told, that he 
entered into à claſe connection with 


6 Hyder Ally. He gave him valuable 


Rea and he furniſhed him 
with proviſions, which enabled him 
to carry the war * the a of Ma 


* draſs .“ 


The truth is, that Hyder Ally, at 
that time, had the whole country under 
his command; and that Tuljagee, as 
well as others, was obliged to compound 


with him, upon the beſt terms he was 


able to obtain. Nay, did not the Na- 
bob himſelf, ſoon after, enter into a ſi- 
milar negotiation with Hyder Ally, that 


e State of Fade, p. G f Thu 5. 25: 


1 


his dominions might be freed from the 


miſeries and deyaſtations brought upon 
them by the troops of that ſucceſsful 


planderer?:.. 1. foe net nt 2 


At this period, dhe Raja's finances 
muſt have been ſo much exhauſted, that 
it is no wonder he could not pay the ſti- 

pulated annual tribute to the Nabob; 
yet this too is exhibited as an article of 
charge againſt him . The one which 
immediately follows, all things confi- 


dered,! might well haxg been ſuppreſſ- 


2 1 


. He marched bis army againt the 
6 © Marwar, and other countries . who 
4 are my tributaries, and depend- 
ent upon Tritchanopoly,“ and Tajled 


great ſums there f. 
But hath not the Raja many tribura- 


| ries. in theſe ſouthern parts? Do not 


the people of the countries here referred 
to, ſometimes make incurſions into the 


territories of Tanjore, to the great di- 


ſtreſs of thoſe, who inhabit the borders K 
Shall it not be 3 in his Power to protect 


. Stare of Teck, p. 6 +b.p. 6. 
825 N 2 himſelf 
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[ 166 } 
himſelf againſt the invaſion of enemies, 
and to ſeeure the allegiance due to him 
from his dependents and tributaries? | 
„The Marwar, and other countries 
10 who are my tributaries, and al 
dent upon Trachanopoly.*” EA Nie 
Alas l doth not this ferve to id 


us of the manner in which he häth dc- 
quired his pretended right to that king- 


dom and its dependencies? We have 
ſeen , that his father's rival Chunda- 
Saheb, in the year 1739, poſſeſſed him- 
ſelf of Tritchanopoly, by the baſeſt per- 
fidy, and flagrant perjury, expelled the 
reigning family, and feized upon their 
dominions. The Nabob of Arcot in- 
herits his ſpoils. - 

The annual tribute to be paid dy the 
Raja had been fixed 'in the treaty o of 
1762, at four lacks of rupees: but a 
great deal more was demanded, from 
time to time, under the name or „eK 


traordinary aids f.“ When theſe de- 
mands were not complied wich, the 


Pag. 8. of this Narrative. 
+ Letter and State, p. 4. 
| Nabob 


Un 


Nabob found means to engage the Go⸗ 
vernor and Council. of Madrafs to fend 
General Smith, at the head of che Com- 
pany's troops, to inveſt; Tanjore. Bur 
as the Nabob only! intended we are 
told “, that the Raja ſhould: ſubmit to 
bim, and diſcharge the tribute, peace 


was concluded on the aõth of October : | 


1771; and we may reſt aſſured, that the 
articles of that peace were abundantly 
advantageous to the Nabob, whilſt ie 
an drained the Raja's finances. 
- "That prince can never be without 
blame; if all the misfortunes of the Na- 
bob, and the ills which: befall the Car- 
natic, are to be imputed to him. He 
doth not, ſurely, conſult his own inte- 
reſt; if he is the cauſe of ſuch diſorders 
as will afford a plauſible. pretence to the | 
requiſitions of ** extraordinary 1 for 
<< reſtoring peace to the country.” | 
This eminent degree of folly, 1 is, 3 
ever, charged upon him in the ſtrongeſt 
terms. Tuljagee ſoon broke his a- 


* Letter and State, p. 8. 
greement. 
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& greement. The rear of our army had 
* ſcarce ceaſed to be ſeen from the 
**. walls of Tanjore, when the Raja be- 
gan to encourage the Marattoes to in- 
„ yade the Carnatic. In compliance 
« with his ſolicitations, twenty thouſand 
of their horſe appeared on the fron- 
tiers of the province, under the com- 
mand of. Trimbuck Row, and chrea- 
tened the whole country with fire and 
* ſword: They entered it on the 3d of 
Pecember 1771. To gratify theſe 
e marauders, the Nabob was obliged 
© to pay down a conſiderable ſum of 
money, beſides preſents of jewels, 
© fire-arms, and elephants “.) 
Do the Marattoes then ſtand in need 
of being 'infti gated - to theſe 'pretlatory 
expeditions,” from which a great part of 
their riches is derived? Is it likely, that 
the Raja, immediately after his deliver- 


| ance from imminent danger, would thus 


inſtigate them? Can we believe, that 

the negotiations with Trimbuck Row, 
P Letter and State, p. 8. 2 ; 

and 


103 J 


144 his invaſion of the Carnatic at the 
head of a great army, could have taken 
place in the ſpace: of a few weeks? The 


dates ſhould have been ſapprefled ; for 
they r the apoſatiog. _—_— 
incredible. lan 23-3 

ln this l the Raja was re- 
duced to circumſtances of great diſtreſs, 
and, by the terms of the treaty in Oc- 
tober, was bound to pay an immenſe 
ſam of money to the Nabob. T0 
diſcharge a part of his debt, he ſold 

ſome diſtricts on the ſea-coaſt to the 
Dutch, and mortgaged ber, diſtricts 

to the French and Danes “. And had 
not his anceſtors, in the e man- 
ner, ſold to the trading companies 
_ of theſe nations, as well as to the Eng- 
liſh, the territories which they now poſ⸗ 
ſeſs in that country? In doing ſo, they 
met with no obſtruction from the na- 
bobs of former times. But the tranſ- 
actions of the preſent Raja muſt all be 


Letter and State, p. d. 
| 2.41 controlled, 
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© worſt of purpoſes. . 


Lay -. - 
controlled, and then. be aſcribed to the 


e kn vir it i. affrminl; * in 
bo Galiciding all this aſſiſtance, and i in 
aſſembling troops, was, to get poſſeſs 


* fion of the whole Carnatic .“ But 


is it not evident that he was then in too 
low a condition to entertain ſuch lofty 
projects? The truth ſeems to be, chat 

as he clearly perceived it to be the Na- 
bob's intention to redute him, by de- 
grees, to a ſtate of thraldom, and finally 
to dethrone him; and as the Governor 
and Council of Madraſs had hitherto 


favoured that prince's meaſures ; he 


thought himſelf intitled, in Telf-defence, 


to caſt about for protection, where-ever 
he could find it. But all this was in 
vain; for, in the year 1773, the city of 
Tanjore was beſieged by the Nabob's 
and the Company's troops. It ſoon fell 
into their hands;. the Raja was taken 
priſoner, and ſo continued, till the In- 
dia Company, after mature GY 


Letter and "ay p. 9. 
5 determined, 


[ 165 ] 
determined; that he ſhould 'be' reſtored - 


to his dominions, and till their orders 
were executed by Lord 1 in the 
courſe of laſt year. 
But the Nabob metall axjainſt 
them; and, to the detail of complaints 
which have juſt now fallen under our 
review, he adds a claim founded upon 
the principles of the Feudal law; as if, 
by his ſuppoſed tranſgreſfions, the Raja 
had forfeited his n as 
his feudal lord *.“ | 
Though great ſtreſs is had upon this 
claim, yet I may be allowed to aſk, 


why ſhould the language and ideas of the 


feudal ſyſtem be forced into this cauſe ? 
What have they to do in the matter? 
The original grounds upon which the 
Feudal law was eftabliſhed, never had an 
exiſtenee in Indoſtan. Its principles, 
and its On, are unknown and un- 
heard of there. HS" 

The kingdoms of Tanjore, * Tritchano- 
poly, Madura, and other countries in 
Indoſtan, were, heretofore, under the 
Letter and State, p. 17. 20. a ak 
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government of independent Gentoo 


princes. Their ſtate of independence 
was only affected by the inroads of more 


powerful princes, who, at times, in- 


| vaded.. their territories, and, after the 


manner of the preſent Marattoes, raiſed 
great ſums by theſe violent incurſions. 
When the arms of the Emperor Aureng- 
zebe had, prevailed againſt the Kings of 
Viſiapour, Biſnagar, and Golconda, their 


kingdoms were made provinces of his 


empire, and were governed by the great 


officers of that empire, who were called 
ſubahs and nabobs. One of the anceſtors 
of, Tuljagee, being. threatened by the 


arms of this Emperor, ſubmitted to pay 


him an annual tribute; and it belonged 


to the nabob of the Carnatic to receive 


this tribute, and to remit. it to the im- 


perial chancery. But the Raja retained 
the poſſeſſion of his own dominions. | 
Theſe never became a province, of the 
empire, and ought not to be conſidered 
in this light: and if it were to be ad- 
mitted, for the ſake of argument, * 
Tanjore ſhould be ſo conſidered, 


2 | 


7 


. . I "WW. Wy - 


J 


Raja would then be a vaſſal of! "the em- 


pire, not of any one of its great officers'; 
the Emperor of Indoſtan would be his 
* feudal lord,” and not the Nabob W 

Amer pen zi Hoon mit n evo tt! 
Let it be ſuppoſed, chat ale bf chi 


great families in Ireland ſhould be 1b 
unhappy" as to incur! the forfeitüre of 


their eſtate; to whom doth that forfeit- 


cd eſtate belong Not ſurely to the Lord 


Lieutenant of "Ireland; but to the King 
of Great Britain. The application to the 
preſent caſe is ſo plain, that I will not in- 
ſiſt upon it. And yet, if this is rightly 
attended to, a good deal of reaſoning in 
the Letter; and of declamation in 
the State of Toon” will at . fall 


tothe ground. 


It is urged, laſt of all; Thar ie will be 
highly advantageous to the India Com- 


pany, that the dominions of the Raja 


ſhould be transferred to the Naboh. 
Ihis is an argument that muſt be 
thrown into the political ſcale, not into 
the balance of juſtiee and equity. It is, 


| W well known to be à weight of 


O 2 preponde- 
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1 
preponderating power. But a wrong 


mark is often ſtamped upon it, and we 


are in danger of being egregiouſly de- 


ceived by the falſe impreſſion; ' What is 
ſpecious at firſt fight, is frequently 
found, upon 4 juſt examination, to be 
Hollow and deluſive. This is the caſe, if 


I miſtake it not, of the propoſed ſcheme 


of advantage to the Honourable Carty: 


pany. | \ 18 
It is laid before us in he following. 


paragraph. On the other hand, ſhould 


** the country” (of Tanjore) * remain 


jn the poſſeſſion af the Nabob, the in- 
veſtments of the Company might be 
increaſed; the reſources of Tanjore, 
e inftead- of ſtretigthening the enemies 


of the Nabob, would provide the 


** means of aiding his friends with ſuc- 
** ceſs; our territory, and conſequently 


our commerce, would extend from 
e the Ganges to Cape Comorin; the ſea 
on the one ſide, the weſtern moun- 
tains on the other, would form a bar- 
rier for our protection; and the Na- 


{| bob, by the addition made ys his re- 


venue, 


8 „ nt 


ll 


make any material alteration in the cafe, 


e eee 


| 109 J 


* 


venue, would be able to entertain a 


body of. horſe, to ſecure the country 
„from the mann incurfous of 
„the Marattoes *? .- 

[Surely the keting of the Ron 


pany in that country, if they ſo pleaſe, 


the government of the Nabob, or the 
Raja. It doch not appear, that this can 


— Our territory would extend from 


t the Ganges to Cape Comorin,” and 


have the ſea; and weſtern mountains 


For its barrier. This is quite unin- 


telligible; unleſs it he ſuppoſed, that 


the Subah of the Decan, the Nabob of 


; Arcot, and the other princes of Indo- 


ſtan, ſhould agree to give up their do- | 
© minions to the Eaſt-India Company, — 


++ Our commerce alſo would be ſo ex- 


© tended.” And doth not the Company, 


at preſent, enjoy this commerce; without 
the leaſt thought, indeed, of a mono- 
poly, and of excluding other European 
nations from an en it? This 


Letter and State, p 3:3 
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would be a project altogether unjuſt, ir- 
rational, and impracticable.— And 
the Nabob, by the addition made to 
« his revenue, would be able to enter- 
*.tain. a body of horſe, to ſecure the 
country from the incurſions of the 
Marattoes. Do not the revenues af 
Arcot enable him to keep up a ſufficient 
force for this purpoſe? And is it not the 
duty and intereſt of the reſtored Raja, 


to defend his country in like manner? 


Will it not be the more eaſy for him 
thus to protect his ſubjects, that he hath 
not the mis fortune, as the Nabob, to be 
the object of hatred and n nen 


to that powerful nation? 


Elſewhere the Company 1 is aſked, 6 1 
it a matter of no conſequence, to be 


© deprived of the pay of three additional 


< battalions of Seapoys “? It will, in 
all probability, be unneceſſary to keep up 


theſe three battalions, now that the Tan- 
jorines have their natural prince reſtored 


to them: and if it ſhall be thought ex- 
pedient, on whatever account, to retain 
them in the ſervice, the Raja will ſurely 


Letter and State, p- 39. 


be 


[; 2382S. 


be ready to en this matter wich the 
Company. aa 
„ W ws eiflitig ee een to the 
< proprietors *, to loſe the free gift of 
four kundred thouſand: pounds?“ I 
aſk in my turn, Is this offer now made 
to them, that they may be hereby in- 
duced to diſpoſſeſs the Raja of his do- 
minions, to which they have ſo lately 
reſtored him? and as a reward for their 
doing ſo? If this is the caſe, let the 
diſhonourable gift be . 0p as. 158 
wages of iniquity. 4 
Predictions concerning che bad uſe 

which the Raja, will make of his power 
are finally ſubjoined. 

VLour now reinſtatiog Tagge, is 
2 «juſt the ſame aseſtabliſhing the French - 
in this country; + becauſe, when they 

« bring their forces here, and intend 
*© hoſtilities, Tuljagee will provide 
them with bullocks, cooleys, provi- 
** Hons, -&c. which will much add to 
N Adel ftrength;”—* You will, Gentle- 
men, remember, that I now foretell 
** what is to happen f“. . 12415 


Letter and State, p. 39. F = p. 13. 14. 
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en 
But a French war, it is to be hoped, 
is at a great diſtance; and if that event 
were to happen, might it not be ex- 


pected of the prefent Raja, that his 


conduct towards the Engliſh, bis pro- 
tectors, would be, at leaſt, as favour- 
able, as was that of his father in the 
laſt war? His circumſtances placed 
him above the reach of ſuch obliga- 
tions as his ſon is now laid under. For 
the continued and important ſervices 
that were then performed by Pertaub- 


Sing, the Engliſh owe à laſting kind- 


neſs to his family. And if the Raja, 
in any after time, ſhould begin to act a 
part directly oppoſite to his true inte- 
reſt, and inconfiſtent with his preſent 


obligations, it is evident, that it would 


be no difficult matter to check his pro- 
greſs, and to bring him under an effec- 
tual controul. 


LzT us now throw 4 few weights 
into the other ſide of the political ſcale, 
and attend, for a little, to the inexpe- 


9 


diency of complying with the Nabob's 


- requeſt, 


L $83] 
requeſt; Here the mine plain ye 


ſtions may be aſked. 

Is it conduci ve to che jnrepeſt of tos 
India Company, to raiſe the Nabob of 
Arcot to ſuch a height of exorbitant 
power, as that all muſt bow down be- 
fore him? and that. their commerce, 
nay their eſtabliſhments on the coaſt of 
Coromandel, ſhould depend, almoſt en- 
tirely, on his good- will towards them ? 
Who can ſecure the continuance of it, 
when his friendſhip to them ſhall ceaſe 
to be connęcted vrith his oven intereſt? 
And how can it be aſcertained to the 
India Company, that his ſons and ſuc- 
ceſſors ſhall be animated with this ſpirit 
of friendſhip, and will not be tempted. 
by avarice and ambition to beſiege their 
forts, and to expel them out of the coun- 
try? Would not the execution of this 
deſign be the leſs difficult, if the Engliſh 
had no friends or allies in theſe ſouthern 
regions, and had left no balance of 
power there? Is it wiſe, is it expe- 
dient, for the India Company, to fix 
their confidence upon uncertain con- 
tingencies? and to raiſe the family of 
vil P any 


[14] 
any prince to ſo great power, as will 


114-40 be extremely dangerous to their ſettle- 
{Fes ments, and commercial intereſt ? The 
| 4 1 | inexpediency, the imprudence, the e- 
94 IH gregious folly of ſuch a conduct, is gla- 
i ring, and muſt ſtrike every one at firſt 
i 10 | fight. Yet this is the conduct, which 
„ | ſome are ſo earneſtly deſirous that the 
6 MY | N Company ſhould hold at this time. 
1.88 | Nay, further, if they were perſuaded , 
4 to a compliance with the Nabob's mea- 
1 ſures, they muſt, at the ſame time, lay 
„ their account with their being ſoon put 
55 4 to heavy expence in keeping up their 
1 55 military force in that country. This 


| expence is, at preſent, defrayed joint- 
. ly by them, and the Nabob, as 1t ſerves 
for their mutual defence. But either 

he, or his ſucceſſor, would naturally 
endeavour to get rid of an unneceſſary 

load, to act by himſelf apart, and to 
leave the Company to pay their own 
troops. That they may be in a proper 
ſtate of defence, an additional number 

muſt be raiſed, and the expence of the 
whole become an intolerable burden on 

the commerce of the Company. Some 
{light 


{ 1s ! | 
flight preſent advantages are to be ba- 
lanced by the . e of future 1 
ils. L g 
Beſides, even theſe advantages are 


not all upon the Nabob's ſide in this 
queſtion. The peace of the Carnatic, 


it is likely, would ſoon be affected by 
his increaſe of power and dominion. 


The Subah of the Decan looks upon him 
with a jealous eye, and holds a corre- 
ſpondence with the Raja of Tanjore. 
 Hyder-Ally, and the Marattoes, ſeem. 


to be favourably diſpoſed towards the 
Raja; and they are the avowed enemies 
of the Nabob of Arcot. It would be 
long before the Tanjorines could be 


brought to ſubmit to his government, 


who is neither of their nation, nor of 
their religion; and it is painful to 
think of employing force and violence, 


in this cauſe, n an induſtrious 


people. | | 
In a word, Sir, wh 1 take a view 
of the whole, I am fully perſuaded, in 


oppoſition. to what is pleaded in ſupport 


of the Nabob's requeſt, that the deter- 
mination of the Inge Company, to re- 


ſtore 


L r ] 


ſtore the Raja of Tanjore to his domi- 


nions, is a juſt and wiſe meaſure, by 


which they ought to abide, This is the: 
capital point; and their N n 


be fixed here. 


As to the difſenfions wehick hai un- 
happlly. ariſen among the ſervants of 


the Company in Madraſs, theſe, I hope, 


will ſoon be brought to a period. 
Meanwhile, the detail of facts is ſo 
complicated, that it would be very im- 
proper for any one haſtily to interpoſe 


his opinion. The gentlemen chiefly 


concerned will, in due time, have it in 
their power to give a full repreſenta- 


tion of their conduct, to wipe off a- 
ſperſions that are now thrown upon 


ſome of them with A liberal hand;-to 
make an apology for whatever may have 
been raſh and blameable, and to ſet be- 


fore the Honourable Company, and the 


public, a clear view of tranſactions, 
which are not, at preſent, AY 
underſtood, — 
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